
Christ’s Questions 
-- 

Man’s Answers 

A study of the Gospel of John 

by 

Floyd W. Heideman 



PREFACE 

It is the nature of humanity to question God.  Even the very existence of 
God is questioned by many.  The Book of Job is filled with man’s 
questions about God and His ways.  Finally God questioned Job, “Who 
is this that darkens my counsel with words without knowledge?  Brace 
yourself like a man;  I will question you, and you shall answer me.” (Job 
38:2-3).  Whose questions are more pertinent, man’s or God’s? 

The Gospel of John records about forty questions that Jesus, the Son of 
God, posed to persons during his earthly ministry.  This book looks at 
each of those questions and the human responses to those questions.  His 
first question posed to Andrew,  “What do you want?” (1:38) is faced by 
all who encounter the person of Jesus Christ.  Several of his questions 
were rhetorical and expected no human answer.  His final question was 
asked of Andrew’s brother, Peter, “If I want him to remain alive until I 
return, what is that to you?”  John was personally with Andrew when 
the first question was asked, and he was the subject of the last question 
posed to Peter.  John’s Gospel is an eye-witness account of the events 
reported in his Gospel. 

The nature of Jesus’ questions differ significantly from the questions that 
man asks of God.  Humanity asks God to explain the origin of evil, 
whether man has a free will or is predestined, why the wicked prosper 
while the innocent suffer, whether man is saved by his acts or by his 
motives, whether or not man can please God, and many such deep and 
troubling questions.  The questions posed by Jesus, on the surface, are 
simple and direct.  His questions got at the heart of the relationships the 
questioned had with himself, the questioner. 

John’s Gospel is confrontational in style.  Jesus confronted the religious 
leaders of his day with the charges that they were living in darkness 
while they perceived themselves to be the most enlightened of all 



teachers.  He confronted them with the fact that they refused to believe 
in him, who came from the Father (God) as the fulfillment of the Old 
Testament prophecies.  The Gospel of John was written about 85 A. D., 
about fifty (50) years after the time of Jesus’ walk in their midst.  
Jerusalem was destroyed by Rome in 70 A. D.  Prior to that time 
Christians and Jews continued to worship together in the synagogues, 
with Christian Jews being looked upon as a segment of Judaism.  The 
Apostle Paul worked diligently to establish the Gentile converts as fully 
Christian without first fulfilling the rites of Judaism, namely, 
circumcision.  After 70 A. D., Christianity and Judaism had parted 
company and had become more antagonistic toward one another.  John  
most likely wrote from Ephesus, where the Church was composed of 
predominantly Gentile Chrisitians.  The Church of John’s day had seen 
the evolution from a Jewish Christian Church to a Church becoming 
more and more Gentile in character.   John’s Gospel reflects that parting 
of the ways in its recording the confrontations between Jesus and the 
Jewish leadership. 

The Gospel of John does not record all of the questions of Jesus that are 
found in the other three Gospels.  His very first recorded question of his 
parents when he was age twelve is not found in the Gospel of John.  A 
separate study of Christ’s questions found in the other Gospel records 
might well be a subject for a later study.  The study of Christ’s questions 
also does not pretend to be a complete study of John ‘s Gospel.  Many 
consider the greatest chapter of his book is chapter 17, in which he 
prayed his High Priestly prayer.  That chapter contains no questions of 
Christ and is therefore not addressed in this study.  Similarly, Jesus’ 
teachings about himself as being the vine and we the branches is void of 
any questions on his part.  The Gospel of John holds many opportunities 
for examination from many perspectives.  This study is limited in scope 
so that it might serve as an over-view of this great Scriptural account. 

The purpose of the writer is to present a study of John’s Gospel that will 
be useful to the layperson, especially, the relatively new Christian or one 
who does not have a deep understanding of the Bible.  There is no 
attempt made to explore the full depths of John’s message.  The writer 



wishes to move rapidly enough so that the progress of the Gospel is 
clearly visible without getting lost in detailed exposition.  The division 
into ten chapters broke up the discussion to managable sections for 
discussion in a classroom setting.  This book is a result of a ten lesson 
adult Sunday School series taught by the writer.  While the writer 
attempts to reach the relatively unschooled Bible student, the actual class 
was composed of seasoned and well informed members.  Both the new 
Christian and the seasoned Christian will benefit in the study outlined in 
this book. 

Floyd Heideman 
1996 
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LESSON 1:  EARLY ENCOUNTERS (John 1 & 2) 

Question: “What do you want?” (John 1:38) 
John 1:1-34 

Everybody wants something.  The whole economy is built upon 
filling the wants of the consuming public.  Today’s Church growth 
movement is caught up in researching what the mass audience wants 
in the spiritual aspects of human wants.  John’s Gospel begins with a 
prologue that explains John’s understanding of who Jesus is and how 
he fulfills the spiritual needs of those who come into his kingdom.  
John further understood that the spiritual “wants” of much of 
humankind comes with wrong attitudes with the result that they reject 
Jesus as “the light of the world.”  All who come in contact with the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ must answer this initial question posed by 
Jesus, “What do you want?” 

What do those who seek God’s word (“in the beginning was 
the word’”) want from him? 
John’s prologue (1:1-18) goes beyond the virgin birth claims of 

Matthew & Luke 
John’s Gospel comes close to beginning with John the Baptist, as 
found in Mark’s Gospel.  John does not give us the Christmas story, 
nor anything about Jesus’ life before his baptism.  However, John 
proposed in his prologue that Jesus came from the very beginning of 
time, preceding the creation of the world.  For those who have 
difficulty in believing in the virgin birth, John presented a far more 
difficult concept of Jesus to believe.   

John’s presentation of Jesus as the light of life goes beyond the 
Bethlehem star 
John claimed that Jesus was from the beginning, “through him all 
things were made; . . . “ (1:2-5).  He preceded all life forms.  He 
preceded the lights of heaven.  He brought light to the world and is 
the light of the world.  Those who do not understand Jesus, continue 



to live in spiritual darkness.  This is a Jesus who shines far brighter 
than the Bethlehem star which was only perceived by the skilled star-
gazers from the East.  The vast majority of the populace did not see 
the star of Bethlehem as anything out of the ordinary, or set apart 
from the rest of the stars in the night sky.  Those who do not 
recognize Jesus as the giver of spiritual light continue like most of the 
people at Jesus’ birth, who did not see the star of Bethlehem as 
anything significant in the darkness of the night sky.  While Jesus is 
the light of the world to the believer, to those who do not understand, 
they believe they are living in the light even though they continue to 
live in darkness. 

John’s testimony to Gentiles was that God’s word came to his own 
(Jews) who did not receive him 
While Jesus’ beginnings preceded Judaism, Jesus came as a Jew, to 
God’s chosen (His own).  By the time that John wrote his Gospel, it 
was clear that the vast majority of Judaism rejected him as the light of 
the world.  Judaism accepted the fact that Jesus was by natural 
descent one of them;  but, they rejected him as being one of their 
spiritual family members. 

John’s message is that all mankind can be born of God — not of 
natural descent 
John’s Gospel is the only gospel that recorded the confrontation 
between Jesus and Nicodemus (3:1-21), during which Jesus told him 
that he must be BORN AGAIN!  John presents a Jesus who saw 
Judaism as a dead nation in need of rebirth in the same manner as 
Ezekiel saw the dead Israel in the valley of the dry bones (Ezk. 
37:1-14).  Judaism, along with the rest of humanity, needs to receive 
the light of the world, to be born again, to be regenerated in newness 
of life.  To the Gentile, John claims that all people can be “born 
again,” not of natural birth (1:13), nor even by his own decision or 
will; but, born by an act of God. 

Just as God’s law (word) came through Moses; so, God’s grace 
(word made flesh) came through Jesus Christ — both lead one to 
a kingdom of righteousness 



Just as the world was called into being by God’s word; so was the 
way to God through the Law of Moses (the word of God that gave 
Judaism fullness of life) and through the recorded words and works of 
Christ.  John summarized the reason for his writing his gospel in 
20:31, “But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his 
name.” 

John the Baptist, the forerunner, encountered inquirers with 
differing attitudes: 
Jewish leaders sent envoys to find out who he was and what was his 

message 
The preaching and baptizing by John the Baptist was primarily among 
common men and women, who flocked to him in large crowds.  
Jewish leaders sent priests and Levites to get the details of his 
message.  The principle leadership of the Jews remained remote and 
distant from this self-proclaimed modern prophet.  Judaism had a 
long history of not taking God’s prophets seriously until they raised 
the ire of the lower classes.  Judaism had built a religion for 
themselves that they would not readily reform without massive 
outside pressure. 

Pharisees came with deeper probing about his messianic ambitions 
The Pharisees were more spiritually minded than the political leaders 
of Judaism.  They came in person to hear what John the Baptist (and 
later Jesus) had to say and what this “new religion” was all about.  
They were ready to argue their case based on their extensive 
understanding of the Law and the historic teachings of Judaism.  
Their confrontation was not political, but spiritual to the core.  They 
shared in the Messianic Hope.  Their later confrontation with Christ 
resulted in their rejecting him, except for a small minority (including 
Nicodemus). 

John’s disciples came to hear his words and testimony — a message 
of repentance and the forgiveness of sins 



John the Baptist’s followers came with a more open attitude.  They 
were touched by John’s message of the need for repentance much as 
the Old Testament prophets touched the lower classes before him.  If 
asked, “What do you want?”, these followers were ready to spend 
time with him with an attitude of searching for words and acts that 
would lift their spiritual lives out of darkness into light.  They did not 
come with their superior knowledge of past religious teachings 
(Pharisees), nor to protect their own political agendas (Jewish 
leaders).  These people were open to confess their sinfulness and need 
for cleansing and enlightenment.  Of this group were Andrew and 
John who came to Jesus as a result of John’s pointing to Jesus and 
saying, “Behold, the lamb of God who taketh away the sins of the 
world.” 

The Baptist pointed to Jesus as the Lamb of God 

Why did Jesus ask this question? 
John 1:35-42 
This is the first question of Jesus recorded by John.   
Was it a difficult question for Andrew and John to answer? 

Jesus asked an ordinary question to ordinary inquirers.  They had no 
difficulty in answering, even though they did so with a question, 
“Where are you staying?”  They only wanted an audience with him 
so that they might sit at his feet and hear him more fully.  They came 
with anticipation of being filled with spiritual truth.  They were not 
testing him or trying to catch him in his words.  Later they would say 
to Jesus, (John 6:68)  “Simon Peter answered him, ‘Lord, to whom 
shall we go? You have the words of eternal life.’” 

Does every inquirer of Jesus have to answer this question? 
All who encounter Jesus must face the question, “What do you 
want?”  All come to him with an attitude.  That attitude has much to 
do with the end results of that encounter.  Whether one searches Jesus 
out or is confronted by the gospel through some other means, that 
encounter places on the individual the need to make a decision as to 
what one wants for his spiritual life. 



Does the answer to this question reveal one’s open or closed attitude 
toward God’s word (revelation)? 
We all come to Jesus with a historical belief system.  Some of us 
come with a belief system that gives us power to control our life 
situations, much as did the Jewish leadership of  Jesus’ day.  Others 
come with a lot of religious teaching and study behind them, much 
like the Pharisees.  All of us come out of spiritual darkness in 
comparison to the revelation that Christ brings.  Those who want to 
spend time with Jesus and his word, and who have a hunger for 
spiritual enlightenment will find that the purpose of John’s gospel can 
be realized by that encounter with the life and teachings of Jesus. 

What was their response to their encounter with the word 
from God? 
These men were to become the witnesses to the light of the world.   

The word made flesh came to dwell among them (1:14).  They saw 
his glory, received his grace, and were filled with his truthful 
teachings.  They were the twelve called out to be his witnesses, to be 
the light to the world.  They were those who carried out his great 
commission. 

They spent considerable time with Jesus, i.e. “spent that day with 
him.” 
It takes time to become a fruitful witness.  They were eager to spend 
the day with him.  God needs disciples who are ready to spend time to 
hear his word and respond to it. 

Andrew’s first response was to evangelize, starting at home with 
Peter 
Evangelism begins at home.  Just as they were told, to the Jew first 
and then to the Greek.  So, Andrew immediately rushed to his brother, 
Peter, and told him they had found the Christ.  John must have done 
likewise with rushing to his brother, James.  When they were 
enlightened by Jesus’ words, they immediately became messengers of 
light.  They did not bury it under a bushel. 



They were later called to become fishers of men; and, they 
responded by leaving their nets and following him the rest of their 
lives 

Question: “Why do you involve me?” (John 2:4) 
John 2:1-11 
Compare the tone of this question to an earlier question 
recorded in Luke 2:49 
Did Mary the mother of Jesus know what his father’s business 

involved? 
In Luke 2:51, we read, “Then he went down to Nazareth with them 
and was obedient to them. But his mother treasured all these things in 
her heart.”  By the time of the marriage in Cana, Joseph had died and 
Jesus was known as the carpenter, having apparently taken up his 
father’s trade.  The happenings at the marriage feast shows that Mary 
knew that “his father’s business” was the business he had referred to 
at the age of 12 in the temple.   

If Jesus’ time had not yet come, when did that time come? 
We can almost see Mary shaking Jesus loose from her apron strings.  
She saw that his time had come and that Jesus was at this point 
moving from his earthly father’s business to his heavenly Father’s 
business.  John’s gospel unfolds the progressive revelation of Jesus as 
the light of the world. 

Did this event occur before or after his baptism and preparation in 
the wilderness? 
John reported that “Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to 
the wedding.”  So, in fact, Jesus had already gathered to himself 
some, if not all, of his disciples into a band.  Mary obviously had 
some prior exposure to the miraculous powers of Jesus.  These were 
most likely some of those treasured things in her heart.  Jesus had 
prepared Mary for the time that he would leave home and his trade to 
begin his ministry.  Here, we see Mary performing a public act that 



demonstrated her approval of his leaving home and performing his 
greater mission in life. 

Did Jesus make wine for those who already had too much to drink? 
The details given in the narrative are those of one with first-hand 
knowledge and/or well aware of the customs of the time and place.  
Students of the Bible can easily become involved in arguing about 
such details which have nothing to do with what the Bible intends to 
teach.  Was Jesus condoning excessive drinking during times of 
celebration?  Did Jesus make a non-alcoholic wine?  These are 
questions that are frequently raised by persons who are so ingrained 
with their particular theological or moral convictions that they find it 
necessary to interpret the details of the Bible record in a way that 
makes them agree with their convictions.  The Bible does not teach 
total abstinence from alcoholic beverages here, nor elsewhere. The 
wedding at Cana was not recorded to provide Jesus’ teaching on the 
use of wine.  The record is that of the first public disclosure of the 
miraculous powers of Jesus.  Many other miracles are recorded later, 
culminating in the greatest miracle of his rising from the grave and 
ascending into heaven in the presence of many witnesses. 

How did this event promote an understanding of Jesus’ mission? 
The Jews had been a privileged people for centuries as God’s chosen.  
Many times when they strayed into idol worship the prophets referred 
to it as spiritual prostitution.  Their relationship to God was likened to 
a marriage relationship.  (Note that this carried over into the New 
Testament church calling itself the bride of Christ.)  At the Cana 
marriage feast, the wine had run out.  Perhaps John is suggesting that 
it is symbolic to the long lasting celebration of Judaism’s covenant 
with God and that the spiritual wine cellar had run dry.  Now, Jesus 
came and made water into wine that was far better than they had ever 
tasted previously.  The gospel of Jesus is like new wine which 
surpasses the old wine that Judaism has tasted.  Later, Jesus told about 
not putting new wine into old wineskins (Mark 2:22).  Will Judaism 
partake of this new wine?  Or, will Judaism say they are well filled 
and do not want any part of the new wine?  At Cana, the master of the 
banquet tasted and found they had “. . . saved the best till now.”  In 



Judaism, only a few would savor the taste of the new wine poured out 
for them in the person of Christ.   

Compare the tone of this question with a later question 
recorded in Mark 3:33 
Why do you suppose Jesus distanced himself from his family? 

At the wedding at Cana, Mary played a very positive role.  While it is 
true Jesus’ addressing her as “Dear Woman” strikes us as a bit strange 
in addressing one’s mother, he did follow through and perform the 
work that she placed before him.  In the instance recorded in Mark 
3:33, “Who are my mother and my brothers?” Jesus placed his natural 
family members on the same family level as “whoever does God’s 
will . . . . “  In fact, Jesus may have distanced himself more from his 
natural family than from his spiritual family at that point as John later 
pointed out (7:5) “For even his own brothers did not believe in him.” 

How did this event enlighten his followers in understanding him? 
The progressive revelation of Jesus is evidenced by relating this 
instance back to John’s prologue, (1:12-13).  The family of God is not 
determined by natural descent (children of Abraham; son of David or 
Joseph); but, Jesus gave the right to become children of God through 
a spiritual rebirth (born again).  The spiritual Christ was present in the 
Godhead from before the beginning of time and creation. 

Compare the tone of this question with a still later comment: 
Luke 14:26  “If anyone comes to me and does not hate his father and 

mother, his wife and children, his brothers and sisters—yes, even 
his own life—he cannot be my disciple.” 
While Jesus placed some distance between himself and his mother 
Mary on the two previously recorded occasions, in Luke 14:26 Jesus 
proclaimed strong words about becoming a child in God’s family.  If 
one’s family would not follow God’s will, it would require one to 
abandon the family traditions to become his disciples.  This teaching 
strikes at the heart of Judaism. 



How did Jesus’ emphasis on the family differ from that of Judaism’s 
emphasis on family relations? 
Family is all important to the orthodox Jew.  The greatest sin in 
Judaism is abandonment of the Jewish traditions.  John’s gospel 
portrays the antagonism of the Jewish leadership toward Jesus’ 
teachings and acts.  His breaking of Sabbath laws; conflicts with 
Pharisees; consorting with publicans, harlots, Samaritans, lepers and 
other sinners all led to a total rejection by the leaders of Judaism. 
Prior to Jesus’ question to his mother, Mary, “Dear Woman, why do 
you involve me?” he had not disrupted society around him.  Once 
Mary placed Jesus in a position to publicly display his miraculous 
powers, his authority came into conflict with the natural order around 
him.  When Jesus asks us why do we involve him, our lives come into 
conflict with our established comfort zones.  The poor, suffering, 
outcast, sinners find comfort, peace, forgiveness and newness of life 
when they get involved with Jesus.  But, the powerful, rich, 
comfortable, educated and respected find their comfort zones 
challenged and often in direct conflict with the message of Jesus.  It is 
not the healthy who seek to be born again;  it is the sick and dying 
that wants to be born again.  Those “well-born” take pride in their 
natural family relations and would just as soon keep others outside 
their family.  But, John proclaimed that Jesus made it possible for 
those who are not “well-born” to enter into the family of God.  Jesus 
did not exclude the “well-born” from the kingdom of God;  in fact, 
they have much advantage (according to Paul, see Romans 3:1-3).  
The temptation of those advantaged was to build a wall of law around 
their relationship with God that prevented the entrance of outsiders.  
John’s gospel was written primarily to Gentile believers who came 
through a born again experience granting them entrance into the 
spiritual family of God. 



LESSON 2:  CONFRONTING TRADITIONS (John 3, 4 & 
5) 

Question: “Do you not understand?” (John 3:10) 
John 3:1-21 
Jesus confronted Jewish leadership’s spiritual qualifications: 
Nicodemus was one of the leaders in the Sanhedren 

In lesson 1, we saw Jesus’ encounter with his future disciples and his 
mother.  Both were obviously friendly toward him.  When Nicodemus 
came to Jesus, he was also a friendly seeker.  However, he came from 
the line of Pharisees who had already displayed some opposition to 
John the Baptist, the forerunner of Jesus.  Nicodemus was to play a 
vital role in the future and most likely influenced others in the 
Pharisaic party, even though we read very little about him. 

He came to Jesus under cover of darkness 
Recall that John portrayed Jesus as the light of the world.  Jesus saw 
the Jewish leadership as men living in darkness who believed they 
walked in the light.  Nicodemus came in the darkness of the night;  
but, he also came in the darkness of his spiritual understanding of 
God’s kingdom.  We wonder how much of the light of Jesus’ gospel 
was comprehended at that first meeting.  This was his first exposure 
to that light. 

He recognized Jesus was a teacher come from God because of his 
miracles 
Nicodemus was a respected leader in the Sanhedren who recognized 
Jesus as a “Rabbi” (teacher) who spoke with authority backed up by 
miraculous works.  We do not know what miracles he had witnessed 
or heard about that brought him to that conclusion.  The turning of 
water into wine at Cana of Galilee had happened much earlier.  Jesus 
traveled to Jerusalem (2:13) to go to the Passover.  While there, he 
cleansed the temple (15) causing the leaders to ask him by what 
authority he did so; and, what miraculous sign could he show to back 
him up (18).  He did not perform a miracle for them;  but, later during 



the feast he performed miraculous signs witnessed by many people 
who then believed in him (23) in a shallow way (24).  John’s gospel 
recorded only eight (8) miracles of Jesus, two (5:1-9 & 9:1-7) of 
which occurred in Jerusalem some time after his confrontation with 
Nicodemus. We need to keep in mind that John did not attempt to 
record a lot of Jesus’ miracles (20:30). 

Jesus’ teachings did not fit the mold of Nicodemus’ traditional 
instruction 
Judaism gloried in their birth status.  Father Abraham, Jacob (Israel) 
were God’s chosen and through their lineage God’s kingdom would 
be established through the covenant promises and the gift of the Law 
through God’s servant, Moses.  They stood in a covenant relationship 
stamped with the sign of circumcision on every male member.  Jesus’ 
announcement that “no one can see the kingdom of God unless he is 
born again” was not only a strange teaching from a physical point; 
but, a most strange teaching directed to a Jew.  If Jesus had said this 
to a Gentile, Nicodemus could have interpreted that to mean that a 
Gentile would need a spiritual rebirth into Judaism.  It is no wonder 
that Nicodemus was astounded at Jesus’ teaching. 

Did Jesus imply that Judaism did not understand spiritual truths? 
Nicodemus had no understanding of Jesus’ words regarding being 
born of the spirit.  His only response was, “How can this be?”  The 
baptism of John was not generally participated in by the Jewish 
leaders because they did not have the spirit of repentance.  Judaism 
felt no need for further spiritual enlightenment about cleansing them 
from sin.  Their laws and practices met their needs to give them an 
assurance of participation in God’s kingdom.  Jesus and John the 
Baptist preached a spiritual renewal that did not fit in with the Jewish 
system of religious cleansing and renewal.  Judaism’s understanding 
was one of law and observances.  Jesus and John’s was of an inner 
spiritual change. 



Did the “heavenly things” (vs. 12) refer to Jesus’ future suffering 
and resurrection? 
Jesus claimed that up to this point he had dealt with them from an 
earthly way of speaking.  He barely had scratched the surface of 
spiritual instruction.  Was Nicodemus prepared by his religious 
training to comprehend the revelation brought by Jesus?  John’s 
Gospel presents words of Jesus that certainly could only be 
understood after his death and resurrection. 

John 3:16 is the most quoted scripture.  Did Nicodemus understand 
its meaning? 
This is a summary of Jesus’ life and mission.  Neither Nicodemus nor 
the disciples could have comprehended its meaning at that point in 
time.  Just as the disciples eventually came to understand, so did 
Nicodemus eventually come to a much fuller understanding of the 
Gospel of Christ. 

Did Nicodemus “come into the light” (vs. 21)? 
John gives us insight of Nicodemus’ progressive growth into belief in 
Christ;  first in John 7:50-52, and later in John 19:38-41. 

Question: “Will you give me a drink?” (John 4:7) 
John 4:1-15 
Jesus confronted a Samaritan about the source of spirituality: 
Water from Jacob’s well; or Christ’s well 

Jesus struck up a conversation with a Samaritan woman in need of 
spiritual renewal fully as much or more than had been needed by 
Nicodemus, the Jewish member of the Sanhedren.  Nicodemus had 
come to Jesus by night.  Jesus came to the Samaritan woman meeting 
her on her turf.  Some people come to Jesus in search of spiritual 
renewal while many others are confronted by Jesus while going about 
their ordinary life’s activities.  This woman recognized her need for 
daily refreshment from water taken from Jacob’s well.  Jesus asked 
her an ordinary question;  but, one which surprised the woman 
because it was not ordinary for a Jew to speak to a Samaritan.  If she 



had known that Jesus was a teacher of religion, she would have been 
even more surprised because of her status in the eyes of a Jewish 
rabbi.  Jesus revealed to her that while he was asking her to draw 
water for him to drink, that he had access to a source that could fulfill 
her spiritual thirst forever. 

A woman married to many; yet to none 
It is no wonder that she was even more astounded when Jesus 
revealed to her that he knew all about her marital life and current 
status.  No respected Jewish rabbi would converse with a Samaritan, 
and certainly not with such a sinner as she was in the light of Jewish 
custom and law.  While she did not perceive that Jesus was a prophet 
when he talked about giving her “water welling up to eternal 
life” (14), she gained such perception when he exposed her life of sin.  
She changed the subject from her sinful life to a discussion of 
national practices of worship. 

The need to worship in spirit & in truth 
John’s Gospel brought out the fact that the source of spiritual life was 
not confined to the Jewish religious practices and laws.  A leader of 
that religion came to Jesus because he recognized that Jesus had a 
source of spirituality that surpassed the religion of the Scribes and the 
Pharisees.  In the recorded episode with the Samaritan woman, John’s 
Gospel brings out the fact that the source of spiritual life was also not 
to be found in paganism or a mixture of world religions.  Both the 
Jew and the Samaritan (Gentile world) were entering a time when 
God was to reveal to them what it meant to worship “in spirit and in 
truth” (24).  The rest of John’s Gospel continues to reveal to us what 
is spiritual truth, that it is centered in the fact that Jesus is the light of 
the world who takes away the sin of the world and fills us with that 
spiritual water which wells up into eternal life. 

Jesus’ explicit declaration of who he is 
The Prologue to John’s Gospel outlined who Jesus is and previewed 
what the rest of the book would present.  Immediately following, he 
recorded John the Baptist’s announcement, “Behold, the Lamb of 



God” (1:36).  Then he told of Andrew’s recognition, “We have found 
the Messiah” (1:41). In his confrontation with Nicodemus, John 
placed the great summary of the Gospel given in the most quoted 
verse of Scripture, 3:16.  In between, John reported miraculous works 
giving added proof of Jesus’ power and heavenly authority.  To the 
Samaritan woman, John reveals Jesus’ first explicit declaration of 
who he is (4:26)! 

Later, many Samaritans became believers 
John’s Gospel spans the time from the actual event to the time of his 
writing.  The revelation that “many of the Samaritans from that town 
believed in him because of the woman’s testimony. . . . and because of 
his words many more became believers” (4:39-41) would be 
incomplete without the added testimony of Acts 8.  John shows that 
the contact with the Samaritan woman opened the door to the 
Kingdom of Heaven to not only the Jew, but to the rest of the world 
who would worship the Lord in spirit and in truth. 

Question: “Do you want to get well?” (John 5:6) 
John 5:1-19 
Jesus confronted a long-time sufferer in obvious need:   
The invalid’s faith was in the pool, not Jesus 

The next question Jesus asked that is recorded by John is found in 
5:6, asked of one who had been an invalid for thirty-eight years.  His 
question was simple and the man’s expected answer was obvious to 
anyone.  The invalid responded with the reason he could not be 
healed, i.e. he was unable to get timely help to place him in the 
healing waters.  Always, another got in the pool ahead of him and 
absorbing the limited healing powers available for that brief moment.  
His faith in the power of the pool was real.  He came there again and 
again, finding no one interested in helping him.  Apparently, it was 
every man for himself with no compassion for another. 

Why didn’t the Jewish leaders help him? 



The invalid was surrounded by others in like need of healing.  Was 
this a place where they came to beg for hand-outs from the populace 
that passed by?  Perhaps none of them really had all that much faith in 
the permanent healing capabilities of the waters in the pool.  The 
Jewish leaders apparently made no efforts to organize the activities 
into a healing ministry.  It appears that this was a community of 
beggars with no real hope of cure leading to a new way of life.  The 
faith in the curative waters was probably a small ray of hope in a 
hopeless situation found by the community of beggars.  Judaism held 
out no real hope for curing them except to give some relief and 
assistance by allowing them to gather there daily in their dependence 
on the charities of the general populace. 

Jesus cured him before he professed faith 
The invalid gave no evidence of having faith in Jesus’ ability to cure 
him.  Nor did he ask Jesus for healing.  The stories of Jesus’ 
miraculous healings obviously had not reached this man.  With no 
other discussion, Jesus healed him on the spot with no public fanfare. 

The man followed Jesus’ unlawful order 
The healed man got up and walked away carrying his mat.  There was 
no shouting and rejoicing, leaping and dancing, nor outward 
expression of thanks offered to the healer by the healed.  After thirty-
eight years of affliction, one would expect the man would not just get 
up and casually walk away.  This man also did not appear to be such a 
strict practicing Jew that it even occurred to him that he ought not to 
carry his mat, since it was the Sabbath. 

How did this event demonstrate the true nature of the religion of the 
Jewish leaders? 
The Jewish leaders also did not view the man’s healed condition as an 
occasion for rejoicing and overlooking the breaking of a minor point 
of law at such a time.  They did not question the fact that he had been 
healed.  Most likely they readily recognized him from the many times 
they had seen him among the invalids gathered by the pool.  Their 
sole concern was the obvious violation of Sabbath laws with no show 
of concern for the welfare of the man himself.  Was not this a Sabbath 
of all Sabbaths to be remembered by this man?  Was the Sabbath 



made for man; or, was man made for the Sabbath (see Mark 2:27)?  
The Jewish leaders concern was to find the man responsible for 
telling him it was OK to break the Sabbath laws.  The man had no 
knowledge of who Jesus was; nor, had he observed him sufficiently to 
give a description of the one who healed him.  Later, when Jesus met 
him and talked to him briefly we find that the only response the man 
gave was to dutifully report to the Jewish authorities the now known 
identity of the healer. 

Why did Jesus later tell the man to stop sinning or something worse 
may happen (14). 
Jesus’ greeting was casual, “See, you are well again. . . . “ and then 
went on to warn him to stop sinning or something worse might 
happen to him.  What worse could possibly happen to him than to 
find his condition revert back to the invalid he had been?  Still, the 
man gave no words of thanks; nor, did he question Jesus about his 
words of admonition and caution.  What was the sin of this man that 
Jesus told him to stop sinning.  We have not a clue.  John gives us no 
further information about the man’s later life.  Clearly, John did not 
include this historical event to show how one is healed by faith in 
Christ (the man displayed no faith before nor after).  Jesus 
dramatically gave this man newness of life.  He was virtually “born-
again” from a physical standpoint.  Yet, there is no evidence that 
anything changed in the spiritual life of the man.   

Judaism could not accept Jesus as being equal with God (18). 
John recorded that the man went away and told the Jews that it was 
Jesus who had healed him on the Sabbath.  John’s point in the story is 
totally separated from the man who was healed.  Jesus had come into 
confrontation with Jewish legalism.  Jesus’ claim that “My 
Father” (17),God, does not suspend his work on the Sabbath day, and 
neither did he.  The Jews did not bother to deal with the issue that 
Jesus had the authority and power to heal a hopeless invalid of thirty-
eight years.  They only saw him as one who broke the Sabbath laws, 
and then compounded his guilt by “calling God his own Father, 
making himself equal with God.”  The progressive revelation of 



Christ had now reached the point which would ultimately lead to his 
conviction of blasphemy and condemnation to death by crucifixion. 

Question:  “How are you going to believe?” (John 5:47) 
John 5:35-47 
Jesus confronted the Jewish leaders with their failure to listen 
to Moses? 
They had been privileged to enjoy the light of John the Baptist for a 

time (5:38) 
John resumed his portrayal of Jesus as the light of the world.  Jesus 
lectured the Jewish leaders on the fact that they had been privileged to 
hear the voice of John the Baptist, and that for a time they even 
enjoyed his preaching.  Judaism had the privilege of living in the light 
of many prophets throughout their history, only to end up opposing 
them and the light from God that they had revealed.  Just as they did 
not believe the prophets and John the Baptist, so they did not believe 
Jesus.  The word (36-38) of God does not dwell with the Jewish 
leaders.  John proclaimed in his prologue that Jesus is the word of 
God coming in the flesh.   

Some heard the voice of God testify about Jesus at his baptism; but 
they had not (37) 
The followers of John the Baptist had witnessed Jesus’ baptism and 
heard the voice of God from heaven testify that this was his son, in 
whom he was well pleased.  God, the Father, did not make that 
pronouncement within the temple courts.  Rather, he made it by the 
river Jordan in the presence of the uneducated, believing, penitent 
masses.  God’s voice was heard by those who worship him in spirit 
and in truth. 

Was Jesus’ condemnation of Judaism in general, or just certain 
Jewish leaders? (37-38) 
God had not abandoned his people, Israel.  Jesus came to the Jews as 
one of them; but, the powerful leadership of Judaism would not 
receive him because they could not accept God’s terms.  They did not 



see themselves as servants of the people;  but, as lords to rule over the 
masses. 

Is the study of God’s word (Scriptures) the way to spiritual 
enlightenment? (39-40) 
The Scriptures testify about Jesus and his coming as the Messiah;  
but, Judaism fails to understand.  They diligently studied the 
Scriptures and reinterpreted the Law to conform to the religion they 
had constructed in such a way that they were the lords over the 
masses.  Rather than becoming enlightened by Scriptural study, they 
used the Scriptures to advance their own agendas. 

Jesus condemned them for seeking praise from one another.  (41-44) 
They sought praise from one another and places of power and 
influence.  By the time Jesus had come to earth, their religion had 
become a morass of legalities that prevented them from seeing the 
grace of God.  Certainly the healing of the invalid demonstrated how 
far their religion had fallen into legalism to the point that they were 
more concerned about a man carrying his cot than the fact that for the 
past 38 years he could only lie on it, while now he had been healed.  
Spiritual leaders who were so caught up in such physical matters were 
obviously incapable of providing true guidance in matters of the 
spirit. 

Jesus condemned them for not believing Moses. (45-46) 
Moses was the law-giver.  But, Moses was as much a prophet as a 
law-giver.  The whole sacrificial system pointed to the atonement that 
Christ would bring.  The ceremony of laying the burden on a 
“scapegoat” and sending it out into the desert was pointing to Jesus 
being the bearer of our guilt as our “scapegoat.”  The Law and the 
ceremonials set up by Moses should have led the Jewish leaders to 
see Jesus as the fulfillment of that Law.  Jesus asked the question 
(47): 
“But since you do not believe what he (Moses) wrote, how are you 
going to believe what I say?” 



LESSON 3:  CONFRONTING OVERWHELMING 
CIRCUMSTANCES (John 6) 

Question: “Where shall we buy bread?” (John 6:5) 
John 6:1-15 
Jesus confronted his disciples about their resources: 
Were the disciples prepared to feed the multitudes who would come 

to them? 
What is the cost of discipleship?  In Luke 14:28, Jesus talks about 
counting the cost before building a tower.  Jesus was responding to 
the large crowds following him.  He told them that they must be ready 
to abandon their families, take up their cross to follow him.  In our 
present event, Jesus’ miraculous signs and healings attracted a large 
crowd who followed him up a mountainside.  Since the Passover was 
near, perhaps these were part of the multitudes who were traveling to 
the Passover Feast.  They were a spiritually hungry group as well as 
in need of physical food.  Jesus’ question to Philip was not a question 
of ignorance; but, of testing.  This is the only miracle of Jesus that is 
recorded by all four of the Gospel writers.  John had early written that 
Jesus is the light of the world.  This event leads up to John’s recording 
Jesus words about being the bread of life. 

Is the mission of the Christian Church to feed the hungry of the 
world? 
The cost of feeding the crowd would not be measured in dollars and 
cents.  Jesus was able to generate food for the masses with no limit on 
his resources.  The Church has never possessed the power to feed the 
world’s hungry from an unlimited storehouse.  I know of no historical 
record of the Church ever receiving the power to feed the hungry in a 
similar way as Jesus did on this occasion.  Many have claimed the 
powers of healing;  but, all such healers experience many failures in 
their attempts.  Jesus healed at will with no danger of failure.  Why 
did Jesus not pass on to his followers the gift of healing and feeding 
the sick and hungry masses of mankind?  There is no parallel 



commission from Jesus to the Church to feed the hungry in the same 
manner as was done on the mountain that day. 

Did Jesus’ wilderness journey prepare him for the masses of 
hungering humanity? 
In his wilderness journey and temptations, Jesus came to grips with 
his mission.  One temptation was to feed the hungry masses merely 
by turning the massive resources of rocks into bread.  Jesus rejected 
that temptation and it is likely that the Church should also reject that 
as its primary mission. 

What did John see as the teaching in the contribution from the small 
boy? 
The boy who was brought forward by Andrew, ended up sharing his 
lunch with the crowd through the blessing of Jesus.  Many preachers 
and teachers have used this story to bring out the fact that if we turn 
over our talents, assets to God, that those gifts will be multiplied 
many times over in accomplishing God’s work. 

How did this miracle prepare the disciples for their life ministries? 
The scene before them was one of an impossible task.  There was no 
time or resource readily available to feed the hungry that day.  The 
commission to spread the gospel to the entire world following 
Christ’s leaving this earth was also an impossible task for such a 
small band of followers.  It would take a miracle performed over and 
over again to fulfill that commission.  Their eye-witness of Jesus’ 
feeding of the 5,000 was testimony that they would be able to spread 
the gospel to the fields white unto harvest. 

What dangers are included in the great successes the Church would 
experience? 
The Church has taken on the task of feeding multitudes of starving 
people in many times of famine or political unrest.  The Church has 
been a rallying point in accomplishing such charitable endeavors.  
The world responds favorably to the Church in those acts.  In fact, the 
world often expresses that this is the mission that the Church ought to 
set forth as primary. 



What are the outer limits of power Christ gave to the disciples and 
the Church? 
One would think that after twenty centuries of experience that we 
would have some general agreement on what the outer limits of 
power were given to the Church and individual believers.  Yet, I 
suspect that there is much disagreement among ourselves on this 
issue, not to mention the understanding of the many diverse Christian 
groups. 

John 6:25-59 
Jesus confronted his disciples with the work of God and the 
nature of their available resources:  
What is “the work o f God”  (vs. 29 & 35) and how is it related to 

“the bread of life?” 
To most inquirers, the work of God must be acts that we are expected 
to do.  It is human nature to believe in salvation by works.  Jesus 
proclaimed that the work of God is to believe in himself, the one sent 
from God.   

What did Jesus intend to teach in comparing  his body with the 
wilderness manna? 
It is amazing that the inquirers asked for another sign or miracle.  
They had just witnessed the feeding of the 5,000 with bread from 
heaven and now they pointed to the centuries long past when God fed 
the Israelites with manna in the wilderness journeys.   

Was Jesus claiming that God’s coming to the Jews through Moses 
was less than his coming to them through Jesus (vs. 58)? 
Definitely yes!  Jesus is the true bread from heaven that stamps out 
hunger and thirst forever.  The words of Jesus in this narrative have 
some similarities to his later high priestly prayer. He will lose none of 
all that the Father has given him (39); and, no one can come to him 
unless the Father draws him in (44).  



Question: “Does this offend you?” (John 6:6) 
John 6:51-65 
Jesus confronted his disciples about their commitment to him 
in face of his hard teachings: 
How can we accept such hard teachings unless we water them down 

through interpretations? 
Jesus had talked about being the bread of life and said such strong 
words as, “I tell you the truth, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of 
Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you.” (vs. 53); and 
those listening were totally bewildered by such talk (vs. 52 &60).  
John is writing some 40+ years later at which time the real meaning 
of Jesus’ words are quite clear to Christian believers.  Those words 
continued to be troublesome to non-believers in John’s time as they 
continue today.  John’s Gospel frequently mixes the physical world 
with the spiritual realities.  Just as Jesus is the word made flesh, so is 
the flesh made spiritual.  In any event, the listeners to Jesus in person 
most certainly could not comprehend the fuller meaning of his words 
about being the bread of life. 

Has the Church through the ages found itself offended by the 
teachings of Jesus? 
In our pluralistic society, we Christians would like to be more 
considerate of other’s beliefs than the teachings of Scripture allow.  Is 
Christ the only way of salvation?  Is there no room in God’s kingdom 
for those who choose not to participate in eating and drinking of 
Christ’s flesh and blood?  Is God’s kingdom extremely difficult to 
enter by a rich person?  Will God not let one enter who has tried to 
obey the law since his very youth;  and, reserve the right to withhold 
some of his possessions for himself?  Are the very poor, very ill, very 
ill-bred and outcasts of society actually to be welcomed into the 
fellowship of the Church?   

What teachings of Jesus do we find offensive? 
The Pharisees and other religious leaders did not fare very well with 
the teachings of Jesus in his day.  A close examination of Church 
history indicates that many later generation Church leaders would 



most likely be included in their ranks if Jesus had come in their day.  
Today the television ministries are filled with prosperity theology, 
elaborate and costly sets and an oozing of warm fuzzies, pop 
psychology and hawking money making schemes.  Apparently, many 
Christians are attracted to such selling of religion.  If Jesus came to 
them today, would not they be offended by what he would say to 
them?  Is our practice of the Christian faith in accord with Jesus’ 
teachings?  Would we be offended by what Jesus would say to us in 
evaluation of our spiritual lives?  The hard words of Jesus in his day 
carry forth to our generation and we frequently find it hard to accept 
his words. 

Compare Peter’s remarks about Paul’s letters containing things 
hard to understand (2 Pet 3:14-16) 
How are we to deal with those Scriptures that are so hard to 
understand?  We are often troubled by the doctrine of the remnant;  
the doctrine of grace over works;  the exclusiveness of Jesus’ work in 
the salvation of man;  the questions regarding to what extent man 
operates freely or as one predisposed by God or nature;  and other 
teachings which the greatest of scholars have pondered over the ages.  
We need to place our faith and trust in God that some of these things 
are just beyond human reason and understanding.  We have sufficient 
that we can understand to know that God is a God of mercy, justice, 
love and a God we can trust.  We ought not dispair over the difficult 
teachings. 

Question: “You do not want to leave too, do you?” 
(John 6:67) 
John 6:66-69 
Jesus confronted his disciples with the fact that many around 
him were leaving: 
Did Peter’s response reflect the thinking of all of the twelve? 

The weaker followers began to drift away from him in droves.  This 
was part of the winnowing activity in Jesus’ ministry separating the 



chaff from the wheat.  We wonder now as to how close Judas came to 
also dropping out of the close-knit group of disciples.  In our next 
lesson we will deal with whether man or God controls the “times” in 
Jesus’ ministry.  We already heard Jesus tell his mother at the wedding 
at Cana, that his time had not yet come.  In this instance, Judas’ time 
to leave had not yet come.  God’s plan included the deceiver to 
remain with the disciples for yet some time. 

What alternatives were available to the twelve? 
Peter’s response did reflect the thinking of all of the twelve,  “Lord, 
to whom shall we go?” (68).  At least this first part of his response 
did.  At this point, the disciples had been so close to Jesus long 
enough to realize that the Jewish religious leadership no longer held 
out any attraction for them.  Jesus had exposed their corruption and 
self-serving religion to a degree that they could not turn back to it 
again.  The rest of Peter’s response may have not set well with one of 
them, namely Judas, “You have the words of eternal life. We believe 
and know that you are the Holy One of God.”  Judas continued to 
see the Messiah as a political savior.  Even Judas could not go back to 
his old life within the religion of the Jewish leadership, which was so 
aligned with Rome.  Judas had no place to turn and took his own life 
in dispair.  

Are all Christians confronted with this same question of Jesus? 
We all face circumstances in life that come close to being 
overwhelming.  All struggle with the deep spiritual questions.  Life 
circumstances frequently strike us as very unfair and unjust.  Just 
meeting our personal daily requirements can become overwhelming 
in times of unemployment, sickness, financial reverses, family 
problems and the like.  Overwhelming circumstances threaten nearly 
every person with dispair at some point in life.  The Christian 
responds with Peter at such times, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You 
have the words of eternal life.  We believe and know that you are the 
Holy One of God.” 



Question: “Have I not chosen you, the Twelve?” (John 
6:70) 
John 6:70-71 
Do God’s “chosen” include reprobates? 

Had not Jesus chosen twelve and not eleven?  Was Judas one of the 
chosen?  Jesus had just asked them if they were also going to leave 
him as so many had drifted away.  He had just asked them if they 
found his words offensive.  They had just recommitted themselves to 
stay with him through the words of their leader, Peter.  Jesus had told 
them (vs. 65) that it took an act of God to enable them to become one 
of his followers.  This last question was rhetorical, it did not look for 
a response.  But, Jesus tossed in a final disturbing sentence, ”. . . . Yet 
one of you is a devil!”  How can we trust a God who called a traitor 
to dwell in their own midst?  Can we trust those among our 
fellowship;  or, do we share in the danger of trusting so called 
Christian leaders, who actually are devils within our fellowship?  This 
is also an overwhelming circumstance that we must live with in our 
Christian walk. 



LESSON 4:  CONFRONTING THE LAW (John 7 & 8) 
Before we get into this lesson, we need to take a moment to get a fix 
on where we are in the life and ministry of Jesus.  John’s Gospel 
covers a three year span of time.  Jesus’ ministry lasted about 1,000 
days.  John records events that actually take up only about 20 days in 
that entire ministry.  Fully one third of this Gospel (chapters 13-19) 
spans the time from one sundown to the next sundown, ending with 
Jesus death on the cross and his burial.  According to Acts 1:3, Jesus 
spent 40 days on earth from his rising to his ascension.  John records 
events on the day of his resurrection and on the eighth day following.  
Other days identified as days of record are as follows (working 
backwards): Chapter 12 - 3 days during passion week;  Ch. 11 - 2 
days just before passion week; Ch. 10 - 2 days teaching about being 
the good shepherd;  Ch. 7 & 8 - 2 days (separated by about 6 months);  
Ch. 6 - 2 days including the feeding of the 5,000.  The other days are 
scattered through the first 5 chapters.   
John tells us of the three Passover Feasts (Spring of the year) that 
transpired during Jesus’ ministry.  In the first (Ch. 2) John reports 
Jesus cleansed the temple.  The three other Gospels place this event 
on Monday of passion week, two years later.  This is the single most 
difficult passage to explain concerning the harmony of the four 
records.  Most conservative scholars believe there were two events as 
this would indicate.  Others believe John misplaced the recorded 
event.  I tend to believe there was only one cleansing;  but, that John 
took some literary license to place it early in his ministry.  This would 
allow John to tell his readers that from the very outset of his ministry, 
Jesus put the Jewish leadership on notice that he was about to restore 
his temple (chosen people, i.e. kingdom of God) from a place of 
merchandise to a place of prayer.  The problem with this 
interpretation is that I have not found any scholars to support my 
belief. 
The second Passover Feast (6:4) finds Jesus feeding the 5,000 near 
the Sea of Galilee.  Six months later, we find Jesus in Jerusalem 



during the Feast of Tabernacles (7:2), which is the setting for today’s 
lesson.  This is only six months before the third Passover Feast in the 
following Spring at which time the Crucifixion, resurrection and 
ascension close his life in the flesh.  John’s Gospel points out that 
Jesus was in constant confrontation with the Jerusalem religious 
power structure from the time of first visit (and cleansing of the 
temple) and increasing with each visit.  The other Gospel’s tell us that 
even when Jesus was in Galilee, the Jerusalem rulers regularly sent 
envoys to Capernaum to spy on Jesus and try to disrupt his ministry.  
So, we find that in today’s lesson, the Jerusalem temple rulers were 
looking for him and looking for a reason to arrest him.  Our lesson 
will bring out that the timing of his arrest would not be determined by 
men;  but, that God would allow his arrest to come in his own time, 
some six months later during Passover.  Jesus was the Pascal lamb of 
God who would take away the sins of the world. 

Question:  “Why are you trying to kill me?” (John 7:19) 
John 7:14-20 
Jesus confronted the Jews regarding their keeping the law in 
contrast to his following the law. 
The laws of time — man’s or God’s 

Jesus & his brothers (7:6-8) had a difference of opinion on the timing 
of his campaign.  His brothers felt that he should go up to the Feast of 
Tabernacles (an 8 day harvest festival) and perform his miracles when 
the temple crowds would be at their peak.  They told him that anyone 
who wishes to be a public figure must seek the maximum exposure 
(vs. 3-4).  While they did not yet believe in him, apparently they 
perceived that Jesus had aspirations toward a position of power and 
influence among the masses.  Jesus told them that the right time had 
not yet come.  Earlier, following the feeding of the 5,000, Jesus had 
slipped away from the crowd because he saw that “they intended to 
come and make him king by force, . . .” (6:15).  He had also identified 
Judas as “a devil” (6:71) among the Twelve, recognizing that he 



would betray him because Jesus would not fulfill Judas’ desire for 
him to be a political king.  It appears that  Jesus’ own brothers at this 
point saw his future as a political figure who would rise up as a 
Savior who would wrest the power from the Jewish leaders (the 
Herodians) and their alliance with Rome.  For the masses, Judas and 
Jesus’ brothers “any time is right.  The world cannot hate you, . . . 
“ (7:6-7) because they were ever ready to follow a leader that would 
free them from Roman rule.  Jesus did go up to the Feast in secret;  or, 
one might say that he blended in with the crowds before publicly 
teaching in the temple courts after the Feast was already halfway 
through (vs. 14).  Before looking at his teaching in the temple courts, 
let us observe more on the laws of time being in the hand of God 
rather than men. 
Jesus was confronted by the temple guards (7:33-44) who had been 
sent by the Jewish leaders to arrest him.  Jesus made a statement 
showing that he had no intention of establishing a political kingdom.  
He said, “I am with you for only a short time, and then I go to the one 
who sent me. . . . “  This confused them with some guessing that he 
planned to take his leadership to those Jews scattered throughout the 
Greek populace, apart from the strongholds of Judaism.  This further 
divided the people over the idea of the Christ to come.  Judaism held 
that the Christ was to come to reestablish the throne of David in 
Jerusalem.  The Christ would not come from Galilee (vs. 41);  but, 
from David’s family and from Bethlehem.  It is interesting that John 
would record this observation when John had not included anything 
in his gospel about the fact that Jesus had been born in Bethlehem, 
nor had he made any point about his being the “Son of David” (found 
some 17 times in the other three Gospel records).  The guards failed 
to arrest him (vs.45-52), once again showing that the time would be 
determined by God and not by men. 

The law and judgment — man’s or God’s 
Let us return to Jesus and his brothers (7:5) assessment of him.  They 
did not believe him.  That is, they did not believe him in the way that 
Jesus would judge to be the nature of his kingdom.  They appeared to 
have hopes that Jesus would be the Messiah that Judaism was 



expecting.  Jesus saw that the world would not embrace his kingdom; 
but, would hate his kingdom.  He anticipated his suffering and death 
at the hands of the political and spiritual forces in Jerusalem. 
The crowds  (7:12) were divided in their judgment of Jesus and his 
leadership.  Some saw him as a good man while others saw him as a 
deceiver in that his teachings were mysterious and confusing.  The 
crowds also saw that he was in constant conflict with the leadership 
of the Jews, who they understandably feared.   
The Jewish leaders  (7:15) were clearly opposed to Jesus’ teaching 
which did not conform to the teachings of their scholars.  Yet, they 
were amazed at his learning and found themselves come up short 
each time they contested him.  He came with no credentials, claiming 
his authority came directly from God, who he called “Father” and 
made himself an equal with God.  This, they concluded could not be.  
Therefore, he must be demon-possessed and passed that judgment on 
to the crowds who heard him. 
Jesus’ self-assessment  (7:16) put the test to them that anyone who 
would do as he taught would find out that he was living the Godly 
life.  His teachings got to the heart of one’s attitudes and motives (or 
spirit) rather than being legalistic with little heart in it.  The contrasts 
had been shown repeatedly with the Jews condemning him for 
healing on the Sabbath. 

“Why are you trying to kill me?”  (7:19) 
The crowd’s cry (7:20) questioning who was trying to kill him was 
probably the cry of the crowd of visitors to the feast from outlying 
districts.  They were not in the know of what the local Jewish leaders 
were trying to do to him.  In verse 25, John writes “At that point some 
of the people of Jerusalem began to ask . . . .” which indicates that 
those in the first crowd were not from the Jerusalem community.  Six 
months later, John records another cry from the crowd (19:15), rather 
the mob, to take him away and crucify him!  Were some of the same 
people in both crowds?  Even to this day, many people are found in 
the crowds that hear the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  They come from all 
areas and backgrounds with a great variety of religious and cultural 



attitudes.  How do they see Jesus and his message?  To what extent 
are they “in the know” or are they an ignorant mob?  At the close of 
this chapter, the Pharisees retorted that the crowds who were 
expressing the opinion that Jesus might be the Messiah, were just a “. 
. . mob that knows nothing of the law—there is a curse on 
them” (7:49). 

Question:  “Why are you angry with me for healing the 
whole man on the Sabbath? (John 7:23) 
John 7:21-24 
The law of the Sabbath seen in practice 

When had Jesus healed the man (5:8) referred to as the one miracle at 
which they had all been astonished?  It had been on the Sabbath well 
over six months previous.  It caused severe opposition from the 
Jewish leadership who revered the law of Moses.  Jesus confronted 
them with the fact that they would perform the painful act of 
circumcision if the day fell on the Sabbath.  Yet, when Jesus 
performed healing on the Sabbath they condemned him for violating 
the law of Moses.  He scorned their judgment by mere appearances 
and admonished them to make a more sensible approach to 
interpreting the keeping of God’s law.  Jesus drew a clear distinction 
between the darkened religion of the Jews and the enlightened 
religion he was bringing from the Father. 
The following discussion in 7:25-52, dealt with where the Messiah 
would come from and whether or not the Jewish authorities would 
arrest him at that time.  The people did know where Jesus came from, 
he was a man from Galilee.  The Messiah’s coming was expected 
from either some unknown place (27), or from David’s family and 
town of Bethlehem (42).  Jesus met neither of these criteria to their 
knowledge. John’s Gospel has from the prologue placed Jesus’ origin 
beyond the limits of Judaism.  He is not just the Jewish Messiah;  but, 
he is the Savior of all mankind who will come to him. 



The time had not yet come for his arrest.  The guards did not follow 
their orders to arrest him because of the way Jesus spoke to them and 
the crowd.  The Pharisees pointed out that none of the rulers or 
Pharisees believed in him (48).  Here we have a cameo appearance of 
Nicodemus (50) raising a point of law with the Jewish leaders who 
prided themselves in observance of the law.  His objections were 
dismissed without further discussion.  Six months later, Nicodemus is 
found to be one of those who took charge of his body and provided 
burial. 

Question:  “Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned 
you?” (John 8:10) 
John 8:1-11 
Jesus confronted a sinful woman about her accusers: 
Were the Pharisees interested in justice? 

A teaching setting was the occasion for the Pharisees to put Jesus to 
the test in his observance of the law of Moses.  Jesus had arrived 
early (at dawn) in the temple courts and once again attracted a crowd 
who wanted to hear his teaching (most authorities believe that this 
event happened some six months later, during Passion Week).  The 
bringing of the sinful woman into their midst was an interruption of 
Jesus’ teaching.  Once again, the Pharisees show their disregard for 
the person in their obsession with the law.  Assuming that the woman 
was clearly guilty of the charges placed against her, this was not the 
proper time or place for the trial and judgment of her.  She was 
merely a pawn of the Pharisees to be used in their exposing Jesus as 
one having disregard for the laws of Moses.  Their motive was not 
one of justice, but of their own power and authority. 

Where was the male partner? 
Jewish law was not only for the woman (Deut. 22:22).  The male 
partner was to be equally subject to the penalty of death.  Where was 
the male partner?  Certainly he was known since they had been 
caught in the act!  What was she doing in the temple courts at that 
early hour?  We know little detail and need not know more as the 



point of John’s teaching is very clear.  It was not the satisfaction of 
the law that was foremost in the Pharisees’ minds.  It should also be 
remembered that in this instance the Jewish authorities did not have 
the power to execute the law of capital punishment.  That was 
reserved by the Romans to themselves.  Judaism did not have the 
authority to carry out this law of Moses. 

Were the Pharisees interested in the woman? 
Was this an abuse of power by the Pharisees?  Jesus did not fall into 
their trap.  As the story unfolds, we see that Jesus had compassion for 
the woman.  He saw the Pharisees as not only abusing their position 
of religious power; but, as being abusive to the woman in particular.  
She was singled out as a defenseless person that would not have been 
done (and was not done) to a male member of their society. 

What body language did Jesus employ? 
He bent down twice (8:6, 8) and wrote in the ground.  He turned the 
attention away from the woman to his own actions.  Then, Jesus 
turned the question of sin from the accused to the accusers.  Once 
again, those who questioned Jesus found themselves to be in an 
awkward position.  They drifted away starting with the older one’s 
first.  We often find that the younger rulers are more fanatical in their 
beliefs and practices than those who have attained wisdom with age.  
Wisdom showed itself at this point and the confrontation with Jesus 
dissolved. 
He straightened up twice (8:7, 10), finding the woman standing alone 
awaiting his judgment.  He asked her the question of this section of 
our lesson, “Woman, where are they?  Has no one condemned you?”  
He released her from judgment and told her not to repeat her life of 
sin.   

Did Jesus eliminate public punishment? 
Must the executioner be blameless?  This event showed the 
compassion of Jesus for one who was clearly guilty of a serious sinful 
act.  As we state so often in our exposition of John’s Gospel, we must 
keep clearly in our minds just what the Bible intends to teach.  In this 
instance, Jesus was not teaching who had the authority to pass 



judgment.  He was teaching about compassion for one who was 
caught up in sin over against the Pharisees’ compassion for the 
observance of the letter of the law, which was their territorial turf.  
Certainly, Jesus did not intend to teach us that man had no authority 
to make civil or moral judgments just because there is none who is 
totally sinless.  John was writing some 40+ years later when Roman 
law continued to dominate the world.  John’s message to the Gentile 
Christians was not that they were beyond the reach of the laws of the 
land;  but, that their religion demanded of them compassion over 
legalism. 

Was the woman pronounced innocent? 
Was there any question of guilt?  She had spoken not a word in her 
own defense and there is no reason to believe she was not guilty of 
the charge brought against her.  Jesus did not condone her past sinful 
life nor did he justify her past.  What he did was to pronounce he also 
would not condemn her demonstrating his mercy.  He went on to tell 
her to leave her life of sin. 

How did this event fit into John’s progressive revelation of Jesus 
being the light of the world? 
Jesus showed his compassion for one found by Jewish law as 
deserving of death.  Jesus himself, was about to become the victim of 
the sinful acts of mankind in that his crucifixion was only a few days 
distant.  He took on the penalty for the sins of the world, including the 
sin of the woman.  God’s plan of salvation was to  come through the 
work of Jesus, a man of sorrows acquainted with grief (Isaiah 53:3).  
The compassion of Jesus was for the weak, the blind, the lame, the 
suffering and the outcasts of society.  He showed little compassion for 
the rich, powerful, self-righteous or selfish religious leaders of his 
day.  The nature of the kingdom of God was totally different from the 
nature of political kingdoms of all ages.  In the time that John was 
writing his gospel, the Church was finding the oppression of the 
Roman law coming down on them in much the same degree as the 
Jewish masses of Jesus time were oppressed by their religious 
leaders.  The danger of the Church in all ages is to become so caught 



up in the political struggles of their time that they drift far away from 
the mission Christ gave to the Church.  Our mission was and always 
continues to be to bring the light of the gospel of Christ to the 
suffering masses of the world who are living in darkness. 

(Note that the earliest and most reliable manuscripts do not contain 
this recorded event.) 



LESSON 5:  CONFRONTING UNBELIEF (John 8, 9 & 
10) 

Question: “Why is my language not clear to you?”  (John 
8:43) 
John 8:42-59 
Jesus confronted the Jews about their true parentage. 
Are only believers free to grasp truth? 

During the discussion of Abraham’s children, Jesus placed the 
emphasis on moral rather than genetic grounds.  Jesus pointed out that 
Abraham was a man who sought peace among his neighbors.  
Seeking to kill someone was foreign to his nature.  Since the Jews 
were at this time seeking to kill him, it was clear by their actions 
(according to Jesus) that they were not Abraham’s children.  He 
identified their father as “the devil” who was a murderer from the 
beginning (see Gen. 4:1-14 about Cain).  John’s Gospel prologue 
identified Jesus as being from the beginning with his Father being 
God himself.  Here John portrays the Jewish leadership as being 
children of Christ’s eternal enemy, the devil.  The world has been and 
continues to be in an eternal struggle between the forces of Good and 
the forces of Evil.  In the time of John’s writing, the Roman empire 
was threatening the early Church with extinction as a sect who were 
in opposition to their rule.  John was telling the early Church that 
their kingdom was spiritual in nature; they were children of God.  Just 
as Jesus was not a threat to a true and just Judaism, Christianity was 
not a threat to a true and just Roman empire.  In both Jerusalem and 
Rome, the real enemy was from those leaders who sought their own 
power and glory.  The power of truth and justice was available to both 
Jerusalem and Rome if they would abandon their obsession with 
intrigue, distrust and selfish ambition. 

Do people only hear what they want to hear? 
Even clear language is not clear to those obsessed with suspicion and 
jealousy.  How often have you talked to someone who used the time 



you spoke to gather his thoughts on what he was about to say?  Jesus 
told his adversaries that they heard him with closed minds.  Their 
kingdom had no room for him.  His teachings made their Sabbaths for 
the benefit of each individual, rather than using the Sabbath laws to 
support the power platform of the aristocratic leaders.  Later, Jesus 
would tell the parable of the tenants (Luke 20:9-19), in which he 
charged the Jewish leaders with usurping the rights of the owner, 
God.   They did not hear him because they did not belong to God 
(47). 

Jesus gave a series of three questions 
His conclusion that they did not belong to God was based on the 
answer to three questions Jesus posed (43 & 46).  They could not hear 
the truth of Christ because they were children of the devil, the father 
of lies.  They could not prove anyone guilty of sin who was living out 
the teachings of Jesus.  Jesus looked at the fruits that resulted from 
the teachings of himself (truth) and from their teachings (lies).  They 
had made a mockery of the Mosaic Law through their elaborate 
system of interpretations.  This was time and again specifically 
demonstrated in their teachings and practices regarding the keeping of 
the Sabbath. 

Can a follower of lies accept the truth? 
What prescription would Jesus provide to the Jewish leaders.  We can 
recall the prescription he gave to their leader, Nicodemus, early in his 
ministry.  Judaism needed to be born again to instill a newness of life 
and spirit.  They needed to rediscover the power of being servants 
(tenants), rather than masters over what was not their own property 
(the kingdom of God).  The Jewish leadership would not give up their 
power until it was wrested away from them in 70 AD in the 
destruction of Jerusalem.  John wrote after that event and cautioned 
the early Church against trying to reestablish a political kingdom of 
God on earth.  The Church was to serve the spiritual needs of 
mankind, and not lord it over the lives of its subjects. 

Have Jesus’ followers escaped death (vs. 51)? 
What is death?  To John, the Christian has been born again into a 
spirituality that transcends genetics.  Its origin is not determined by 



human parentage and its end is not confined to this world.  Yes, it is 
still appointed that all men should die.  Along with Paul, John 
proclaimed that the spiritual birth is the victor over the power of the 
grave.  The Christian has a life that is eternal and cannot be taken 
away by any power on earth, which is ruled by the devil. 

Abram died, as do all his seed 
Perhaps the fact that Abram and all his seed die is a demonstration of 
the limitations to God’s covenant with Abram.  His covenant was in a 
sense genetic.  Certainly, it worked out that way through the history 
of the Old Testament and up to Jesus’ day.  The Kingdom of God was 
physically identified with Abram and his seed up to that time.  
However, the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 AD terminated the hope 
of the return to a time of glory in a new Davidic Kingdom.  The 
coming of the Messiah had been looked for intensely at the time of 
Jesus.  Following the Jewish rejection of him as their Messiah, God 
raised up the Church as a predominantly Gentile following.  Judaism 
was crushed by the time of John’s writing.  Genetically, Abram had 
died, and so had his seed. 

Was Jesus a living spirit of the demons? 
Was Jesus on the same team as Abram?  Certainly Abram was not a 
child of the devil.  John’s Gospel reports that the Church was alive 
and well, while Judaism had fallen on extremely hard times.  Jesus 
had said at the beginning of this section (8:32) “. . . .the truth will set 
you free.”  The Gospel of Jesus Christ was loose in the Roman world 
setting people free from the powers of sin and darkness.  The 
Church’s spirituality, filled with the Holy Spirit, was at work in the 
larger world than Judaism had ever been at work.  The powers of 
darkness (demons) would not defeat the Church and its mission.  The 
Church (eternal kingdom) had been brought into birth from the loins 
of Judaism and it would outlive the lifetime of the Roman empire 
(temporal kingdom).  The spirit of Jesus came from the throne of 
God, and not from the kingdom of God’s eternal adversary, the devil. 

Jesus claimed Abram rejoiced at his coming 



When did Abram rejoice “. . . at the thought  of seeing my day;  he 
saw it and was glad.”?  This is a hard verse for Bible scholars.  The 
promise to Abram surely gave him reason to rejoice at looking 
forward to the day of fulfillment.  When did he actually see Jesus’ 
day?  Perhaps John means to teach that God’s eternal covenant 
promise made in the time of Abram represented God’s covenant offer 
to all mankind in all moments in time, whether it occurred before or 
after Abram’s sojourn on earth.  John’s Gospel defies restriction to 
time as measured by the powers of earth.  Jesus was from the 
beginning (before genetic conception) and his kingdom is eternal, 
reaching past the grave.  Just as we sing, “He Lives” about Jesus,  so 
the Christian knows that all of the past saints live in that eternal 
realm.  Abram is the father of all of the faithful, whether they came 
before him in time or after him in time as man measures time.  Abram 
is alive and he did see the day of Jesus, and was glad in it.  All 
Christians continue to praise, (Psa 118:24)  “This is the day which the 
LORD hath made; we will rejoice and be glad in it.” 

Jesus escaped their attempt to stone him 
Another attempt was made to do away with Jesus.  Once again, his 
time had not yet come.  Jesus operated under the timetable set by God 
and not by the adversary. 

Question: “Do you believe in the Son of Man?”  (John 
9:35) 
John 9:1-12, 35-41 
Jesus confronted a man born blind about his belief in his new 
vision. 
When did the blind man become a believer? 

Many times we hear people say that if one believes in Christ, he can 
enjoy being made whole.  Earlier, we had observed Jesus heal the 
invalid of 38 years without any indication of his becoming a believer 
either before or after his healing.  In this instance with the man blind 
since birth, we see Jesus heal him without regard to his personal 



belief at that moment.  Even after the man’s sight was given to him 
(note: not restored, as he had been living in darkness since birth), his 
belief system appears to have been more over the physical than the 
spiritual realm.  Jesus did tell him to go wash himself in the Pool of 
Siloam, and he did follow those instructions in some sort of act of 
faith. 

Is darkness evil; or an opportunity for light? 
The Disciples had asked the question about who had sinned, the blind 
man or his parents.  Most of us have some sense that our troubles are 
the results of our personal sins or that of our forebears, either from 
our inherited genes or the violation of social, economic or natural 
laws.  Our diagnosis of a person’s predicament generally is 
determined by an examination of the patient’s history.  Jesus told the 
Disciples that this particular man’s problem was actually an 
opportunity for God to display his glorious work.  Jesus was the agent 
of God in bringing wellness to the victim before them.  Once again, 
John used the idea of darkness and light in telling the story of 
salvation coming to mankind through Jesus. 

How deep was the man’s faith (vs. 15, 17, 30-33)? 
His faith was one of  seeing is believing.  He had followed Jesus’ 
instructions which led to the fact of receiving his sight.  The method 
of healing was not through following a prescribed medical procedure.  
The one healed recognized that his healing must have been by one 
who could be best described as a man of God, that is, a prophet.  After 
being pressed for a better explanation, the man finally stated his 
amazement that the religious leaders did not know who Jesus was.  
Surely, anyone who could give sight to a man born blind had to be a 
godly man.  The Pharisees ignored the healing as an argument for 
Jesus being a man from God, (16)“. . . for he does not keep the 
Sabbath.”   They certainly were not about to be taught by the man 
because his blindness (now removed) was a positive proof, to them, 
that (34) “You were steeped in sin at birth; how dare you lecture us!”   

Did he believe; or ready to believe (36)? 



After Jesus heard the man had been thrown out by the Pharisees, 
Jesus sought him out.  Finding him, he asked if he believed in the Son 
of Man.  Jesus used this term referring to himself 87 times in the 
Gospel records.  No other person called him by that term.  The term is 
taken from Daniel 7:13-14, regarding a heavenly figure who in the 
end times is entrusted by God with great authority and power.  The 
man did not claim to know who that was.  Then Jesus told him he was 
the Son of Man;  and, the man accepted him in belief.  The Pharisees 
hear all that took place within their hearing. 

Was seeing believing; or visa versa (39)? 
John’s message is restated claiming that Jesus came to a world living 
in darkness, blinded by their own sin.  Those who were ready to 
believe in Jesus were given light; while those who claimed to already 
be living in the light, remained in their spiritual darkened condition. 

Question:  “Why then do you accuse me of blasphemy 
because I said, ‘I am God’s Son?’”  (John 10:36) 
John 10:22-42 
Jesus confronted Jewish leaders about their failing to see him 
as God’s Son: 
Why is the Word of God not plainly given? 

The previous incident happened during the Feast of Tabernacles (Fall 
harvest festival).  In this section, Jesus was in Jerusalem for the Feast 
of Dedication, several months later in the winter.  We must remember 
that John did not attempt to give a complete chronology of the works 
of Jesus.  The teachings of Jesus in John 10:1-21, appear to have been 
given immediately following the healing of the man blind from birth.  
An examination of the other Gospel records provides considerable 
recorded events between that time and his return to Jerusalem for the 
winter Feast of Dedication.  However, John’s Gospel account flows 
smoothly from that Fall event to the confrontation with the Jewish 
leaders at the winter feast. 

Jesus had said he was “the Good Shepherd” 



Jesus had compared the thief and the shepherd in what manner they 
would enter a sheepfold.  One would sneak in a back way while the 
other entered through the front gate.  The shepherd knows his sheep 
and the sheep know him.  Sheep will never follow a stranger and will 
try to flee from him.  Jesus proclaimed himself as being that good 
shepherd who looked after the welfare of his sheep to the point of 
death.  He then said that he would not only lay down his life for the 
sheep;  but, would return from death to give them eternal life.  The 
time of his saying these words is evident from verse 21, which refers 
to his healing the blind man right after the Fall festival. 

Is the world still kept “in suspense” about him (vs. 24)? 
As we read John’s Gospel, we are made aware that Jesus repeatedly 
revealed himself as the Christ.  That is, after all, the purpose of John’s 
Gospel (20:31).  At the Feast of Dedication, Jesus was asked by the 
crowd why he kept them in suspense as to whether or not he was the 
Christ. Jesus was confronted by many different “crowds” on many 
different occasions.  The accumulation of events is evident to the 
reader; but, the different persons in the various crowds were probably 
unaware of most of those recorded events.  Even in our day, many 
crowds of the world have heard very little about Jesus.  Many of us 
have lived under the light of the Gospel all, or most, of our lives.  It is 
the mission of the Church to plainly present Jesus as the Savior of the 
world, especially to those who have never heard it before. 

Jesus performed miracles;  what miracles do modern day inquirers 
see from the Church? 
Jesus had performed many miracles during his three year ministry.  
But, how many miracles had been witnessed by the readers of John’s 
Gospel?  John was very old by the time he wrote and few, if any, of 
his readers had ever seen Jesus.  The first century missionaries 
performed some miracles;  but, that was not the basic method of 
bringing Christ to the world.  Throughout the ages, the Church has 
experienced a few miraculous signs, healings and events.  It was not 
through miracles that the Gospel has come down to us in our day.  It 
has been through the preaching and teaching of the Gospel by 
ordinary men and women called by God and encouraged by the Holy 



Spirit to complete the work.  The miracle of Christianity is found in 
the transformed lives of persons convicted of their sinful condition 
and acceptance of God’s grace through faith, leading them to victory 
over sin in the world. 

How do we know the good shepherd? 
Grace and works are closely associated in the words of Jesus.  His 
likening his followers to sheep (27) who follow the good shepherd 
shows the faith of the flock in the gracious goodness of the shepherd.  
The sheep follow the shepherd closely, doing as the shepherd guides 
them.  The sheep are not constantly questioning the shepherd’s 
commands or motives.  They know the shepherd keeps them from 
deadly dangers.  So long as they stay with him their lives will 
continue on and on.  The faith of the sheep is based on the good life 
of the shepherd.  Jesus told his questioners to not believe him unless 
he lived the righteous life of his Father God (37).  If that were not 
enough, then they could believe him because of the testimony from 
his miraculous works (38). 

Note vs. 28-29, and their closeness to Jesus’ words in his High 
Priestly Prayer in Ch. 17. 
Once again, we find comforting words like those found in his high 
priestly prayer.  John’s message to the early Church is that they will 
survive the threats from Rome and all future powers.  God has called 
his own into his Church and nothing will ever be able to snatch them 
out of his grace. 

Jesus was threatened with stoning (vs. 31) 
How often did the enemies of Jesus try to arrest him or stone him?  
Jesus’ life was endangered time and again.  The early Christian 
Church frequently found its members in grave danger due to their 
faith in Christ.  John’s message to the Church was that God protects 
his own, as a shepherd protects his sheep.  The powers of Jesus’ 
enemies were limited by the power of God.  Jesus did not become a 
victim of the threats of men.  Jesus laid his life down for the sheep 
and took it up again.  Each Christian was encouraged by John in the 
faith that nothing evil could happen to them unless it was in the plan 
of God; and, that when bad things happen to God’s people, it will 



serve as a means of glorifying the kingdom of God.  As followers of 
the good shepherd, we may also find ourselves making sacrifices for 
that kingdom.  The ultimate comfort is that the Church is composed 
of persons who have eternal life over which the earthly grave has no 
dominion. 

Jesus asked a series of three questions about their failure to 
recognize God’s Son. 
The three questions in verses 34-36, are an expansion on the question 
in verse 31.  They wished to stone him because a.) he claimed to be 
equal with God;  b.) he claimed authority equal or greater than their 
own as the chosen leaders (tenants) of Judaism; and, c.) his claims 
justify the charges of blasphemy against him.  Jesus withdrew to the 
other side of the Jordan, a safe distance away. 



LESSON 6:  CONFRONTING DEATH (John 11) 

Question:  “Are there not twelve hours of daylight?”  (John 
11:9) 
John 11:1-16  
Jesus confronted his disciples about walking in the light. 
Jesus told the disciples that they were about to see God’s glory at 

work 
John introduced the raising of Lazarus with a reminder that he was 
from the household that included Mary, the one who had anointed 
Jesus with costly perfume.  The anointing event occurred later than 
the raising of Lazarus and is recorded in John 12:3.  John is always 
mindful of his reading audience and the overall purpose in writing his 
Gospel.  The raising of Lazarus marks the climax of Jesus ministry in 
John’s Gospel (it is not mentioned in the other three Gospels).  Here 
we see Jesus’ humanity and divinity most fully evident.  Jesus 
specifically told the disciples that Lazarus died in order that they 
might see the glory of Jesus and his power as God’s son. 

Jesus answered the sisters’ prayer in his own time 
As we have seen so often, Jesus operated on his own time schedule 
rather than the time schedules of humanity.  The sisters expected 
Jesus to come immediately.  Their thoughts were about the welfare of 
Lazarus, and apparently unmindful of the dangers Jesus might face in 
coming to them. He delayed for two days, allowing time for the 
certainty of Lazarus’ death.  As the story unfolds, we hear the family 
and friends state over and over that they had faith that if Jesus had 
been there, he would have prevented Lazarus’ death (21, 32 & 37).  
Jesus had missed their time table. 

Is it safer to walk in the light, or under cover of darkness? 
The disciples warned him that his return to the borders of Jerusalem 
would be very dangerous based on his recent escape from the plotting 
of the Jewish leadership to arrest and kill him.  Jesus’ rhetorical 
question, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight?”, implied that 



Jesus understood that so long as the Father gave him days on this 
earth, he must continue to go about doing the Father’s work.  
Similarly, in their later life of ministry, the disciples (and all 
Christians) must continue doing the work of God in the time allotted 
them, even in times of danger.  God is in control of their time and is 
to be trusted to watch over his workers. Thomas took the leadership 
role of encouraging the other disciples to go with Jesus, even if it 
meant walking into the valley of death.  We should remember Thomas 
for his courage and commitment at this point as well as our more 
frequent remembrance of him in his time of doubt (21:25). 

Question:  “Whoever believes in me will never die.  Do you 
believe this?” (John 11:26) 
John 11:17-27 
Jesus confronted Martha about her belief in the resurrection. 
This is not a case of one being “saved by the bell”  [explain the 

origin of this saying]. 
In medieval times, there were an alarming number of instances where 
in exhuming a body, they found the wooden casket having “clawing 
marks” on the wood at the inside top.  They concluded that this was 
caused by mistaken findings of death resulting in the buried victim 
awakening from his coma only to find himself trapped in the casket.  
To prevent this from continuing to occur, they established the practice 
of placing a small hand-bell in the hand of the deceased.  In the event 
he was not really dead, he would be able to ring the bell upon coming 
out of his coma.  He could literally be “saved by the bell” when one 
would hear the sound come from the casket.  In the case of Lazarus, 
we do not have such a salvation event.  Lazarus was buried four days 
before Jesus approached his tomb. 

Note that Martha had left her home to go out to meet Jesus, while 
Mary stayed at home 
In a prior incident recorded in Luke 10:40-41, Martha was portrayed 
as busy about material matters in contrast to Mary, who was 



interested in more spiritual concerns.  True to her nature, Martha is 
the one who got up and went to meet Jesus when she heard of his 
coming.  In this instance, Martha’s contemplative nature and depth of 
spiritual understanding was revealed. 

Did Christ arrive “too late;” is it ever “too late” for Christ to save 
the moment in time? 
Jesus spoke of resurrecting Lazarus back to the material world.  
Martha had faith that Lazarus would arise to a spiritual world.  We do 
not know to what extent the people of that day believed in a 
resurrection.  It certainly was not developed as it would become after 
the revelation of Jesus in his death, resurrection and ascension which 
became the basis of Christian theology on this matter.  This point of 
the story is the most theological portion of  John’s Gospel.  It leads 
into Jesus’ proclamation, “I am the resurrection and the 
life . . . .” (vs. 25) John gives us many “I am” statements from Jesus 
(including 6:35, 41; 8:12, 23; 10:7, 11, 36; 14:6; 15:5; 18:37) defining 
who he was and what was his mission.  Each of these references built 
John’s central message and purpose stated in 20:31, to bring us to a 
belief in Jesus as the Christ who gives us eternal life.  Is it ever too 
late in time for us to be saved by Jesus, so long as we have the breath 
of earthly life in us? 

The relationship of belief to eternal life (also see 8:51-53;  9:35-37; 
10:25, 42) 
Here is the key question given to Martha, and to all the world who are 
confronted by Jesus.  Jesus promised his believers that they would 
never see death (8:51).  He told the healed blind man (9:35) that he 
was the “son of man” predicted by Daniel, who would come in 
judgment and Godly authority.  At the burial site of Lazarus, Jesus 
told Martha, Mary and the crowd (10:25, 42) that belief in him is the 
way to eternal life. 

Martha’s great confession (see 6:14, 68-69, Mat. 16:16) 
Martha’s confession, like Peter’s, was made before Jesus had 
completed his work.  Faith came before she acquired a fuller 
knowledge of what that confession entailed.  Many inquirers about 
Jesus, want to have a complete understanding and knowledge of 



God’s plan before committing themselves to follow his call.  Just as 
works do not bring us into God’s kingdom with faith following;  so, 
the fuller knowledge and understanding of God’s grace is preceded by 
faith.  Faith leads to knowledge, understanding and commitment to 
working out our salvation. 

Martha’s response stated John’s purpose 
It is not the reflective Mary who gave the great confession, similar to 
Peter’s. It was the woman of action, Martha, who made her statement 
of faith which is the stated goal of John’s Gospel. 

Question:  “Where have you laid him?”  (John 11:34) 
John 11:28-37 
Jesus confronted the crowd of mourners about Lazarus’ 
death. 
Martha called her sister, Mary (see Luke 10:38-42) 

In the Luke incident, Martha’s practical approach to life’s daily tasks 
was mildly rebuked by Jesus.  Mary was credited with choosing the 
better path of contemplation.  In this event, we find neither one nor 
the other sister as choosing a better path.  Martha appears to have 
been the leader in the home.  She called Mary, telling her that Jesus 
had come and was asking for her.  Mary quickly responded, leaving 
the house and rushing to the burial site where Jesus was waiting.  The 
mourners got up and followed her. 

Compare Mary’s faith to Martha’s 
In that moment, the faith of Mary and Martha was identical in that 
they both cried that if he had only been here earlier, Lazarus would 
not have died.  In this instance, Martha is the one who proclaimed a 
faith beyond the immediate issue of healing one gravely ill.  Martha’s 
faith in the resurrection was brought forth, while the more meditative 
Mary’s faith was allowed to remain silent.  Later, Mary would be the 
one to put her loving faith in Jesus into practice with the anointing at 
Bethany just before Palm Sunday.  This household was to witness the 



power of God through two burials and two resurrections within a few 
months of each other. 

Compare Jesus’ response to Mary with his response to Martha 
We ought not make too much of the fact that Mary was weeping (33), 
while no mention was made of Martha displaying similar sorrow.  It 
was at this sight of Mary’s weeping that Jesus was also overcome, 
losing his composure and he wept with them.  Here is seen Jesus in 
his humanity, sharing in the sorrows of the mourning community.  
The mixture of the human and divine natures of Jesus is nowhere 
displayed more graphically.  The shortest verse of Scripture, “Jesus 
wept” (35), is almost as well known as John 3:16.  John could not 
have more graphically captured his humanity in other words than 
these. 

Some of the crowd had misgivings (compare the mockers at the 
cross, Luke 23:35-36) 
The crowd of mourners had been at the home where discussion 
centered on the fact that Lazarus most likely could have been made 
well by Jesus, if he had only come in time.  This was a sympathetic 
crowd.  The time was coming a few months later where a crowd 
would stand at the foot of the cross scoffing that he saved others, but 
failed to save himself.  Many who come in contact with Jesus, go 
away with words of misgiving or even of scorn at his failure to heal 
the wrongs all around them.  Jesus does not always heal the sick, feed 
the hungry, relieve the poor or save the deserving from death’s grasp.  
In fact, for most of the crowds of humanity, Jesus does not relieve 
them from the tribulations they experience.  This is because mankind 
looks for a savior from the material trials of life.  Jesus came to bring 
about the fullness of the kingdom of Heaven and life eternal which is 
spiritual rather than worldly in its makeup.  The masses fail to see the 
glory of God because they live in the darkness of human bondage in a 
sinful world. 

Question:  “Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would 
see the glory of God?” (John 11:40) 



John 11:38-44 
Jesus confronted Martha about her vision of God’s glory. 
Jesus ordered the stone to be moved 

Jesus was about to reveal the glory of his conquest over the grave.  
The stone was to be moved back, just as the angels moved the stone 
from Jesus’ grave only a short time later.  Death was to be unsealed 
and Lazarus was about to be born again in a physical way.  In the 
presence of Jesus, death would not be the victor over his friend.  Jesus 
is the way, the truth and the life (14;6). 

Martha’s objection 
Martha’s faith was in the spiritual resurrection.  She held no real hope 
for a restoration of Lazarus’ earthly life.  None in the crowd expected 
Jesus to revive him from the grave.  There was no “wishful thinking” 
going on to which one could attribute the final outcome of the story.   

Jesus repeated to Martha what he told the Disciples earlier 
(compare vs. 40 & 4) 
This is not the first time that Jesus explained that a situation existed 
for the express purpose of demonstrating the power and glory of God 
through his son, Jesus Christ.  The blind man since birth was a prior 
event in which Jesus said that the subject person was not a victim of 
his personal sin or of his parents.  The invalid of 38 years at the pool 
was an opportunity for Jesus to demonstrate his power and the doing 
of his Father’s work, even though it was the Sabbath.  In all three of 
these events, the saving power was not due to any merit of the victim;  
but, purely by the grace of God in selectively performing his healing 
to show that Jesus was the Christ who brought newness of life. 

Lazarus’ life restored! (note John 3:4 - can a man be born twice?) 
Born again!  Lazarus, on command, came forth and was loosed from 
the bondage of grave clothes.  Lazarus had a greater impact on others 
in his new life than he had ever experience during his first sojourn on 
earth. 

Some closing thoughts on the results of the raising of Lazarus 



John 11:45-12:2 
Better one man than a whole nation (11:50) 

Is it not amazing that some of the witnesses to this event did not 
become believers?  Rather, their response was to go to the Pharisees 
to report what Jesus had done.  They knew the Pharisees were eager 
to have Jesus arrested and convicted of some evil. Within the crowd 
of mourners and family friends, there lurked the work of the devil.  
Just as within the band of disciples there was a Judas, so there were 
those in the family fellowship who turned against Jesus.  The 
Pharisees remained true to their past history in that they did not even 
see in the report of Jesus raising one from the dead that they might be 
wrong in their assessment of his claims.  Their minds were fixed on 
maintaining their own status with the powers of Rome and their 
positions of power within the Jewish nation.  Jesus was a severe 
threat that must be done away with.  Caiaphas, the high priest, was 
given a revelation in the midst of the discussion.  Here, he proclaimed 
the truth about Jesus and his mission.  But, it was only given to 
further condemn the Jewish leaders in that they continued to reject 
God’s revelations to them through the law, the Scriptures, the Word 
made Flesh and finally, the prophetic revelation from God himself. 

Lazarus’ impact on others (12:2, 9-10, 19) 
Some time had passed before John took up the story picking up with 
Lazarus and his sisters.  This is the prelude to Passion Week, as it was 
the Friday or Saturday before Palm Sunday.  The presence of Lazarus 
was as much an attraction to the multitudes coming to the Feast as 
was the arrival of Jesus.  Lazarus’ restoration to life was a testimonial 
of the power of Jesus and a threat to the Jewish leadership.  They 
plotted to kill him as well as Jesus.  Nothing more is known about 
Lazarus from this point on.  Apparently after Jesus was crucified, the 
threat to Lazarus no longer existed.  John does not tell us anything 
more about him just as John did not provide later information about 
others Jesus had healed.   John’s purpose had no need to pursue the 
lives of those who had been the recipients of Jesus’ gracious healing. 



LESSON 7:  CONFRONTING FEAR (John 12 & 13) 

Question: “What shall I say?  ‘Father, save me from this 
hour?’”  (John 12:27) 
John 12:20-36 
Jesus confronted the disciples on the scope of one’s life. 
Why did John mention Greek worshipers? 

From the very beginning of John’s Gospel we have seen Jesus 
portrayed as the light of the entire world.  He is shown to be the 
savior of all mankind and not confined to being only the Jewish 
Messiah.  He came to his own and his own received him not (1:11).  
Jesus opened the gates to the heavenly kingdom to all who would 
believe and accept him as their spiritual king.  At this particular 
moment, shortly after his triumphal entry into Jerusalem, the Greek 
proselytes to Judaism came to Philip seeking an audience with Jesus.  
The other three Gospels make no mention of this event.  John, writing 
much later and possibly from Ephesus, may well have inserted this 
happening because he was writing to a largely Gentile (Greek) 
audience.  The Acts of the Apostles has many references to the Greeks 
among the first century Christian Church.  Paul was emphatic in the 
equality of the Greek Christians along with the Jewish Christians 
when he wrote, “There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male 
nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus” (Gal. 3:28).  John’s 
Gospel makes a point of the full acceptance of the Greek world into 
Christ’s fellowship.  John had earlier referred to the fact that the Jews 
in Jerusalem had questioned among themselves whether Jesus 
planned to set up his kingdom away from Jerusalem and among the 
Greek populace found in the Decapolis (Gentile territory bordering on 
Galilee and Perea) (John 7:35). 

Was Andrew among an inner circle? 
Andrew held a special place in his relationship with Jesus.  He was 
the first of the disciples to come to know Christ.  As a follower of 
John the Baptist, he heard John point to Jesus proclaiming him to be 



the lamb of God who would take away the sin of the world (1:29, 36, 
40).  Andrew told Peter that they had found the Messiah and brought 
Peter to Christ.  In the current instance, Philip came to Andrew and 
they both went to Jesus on behalf of the Greeks.  Andrew was also the 
one who brought the lad to Jesus who volunteered his loaves and fish 
to help feed the 5,000 (6:8-9).  Andrew was a man of action and one 
who had a particularly close relationship to Jesus. 

How is Jesus’ response related to the visitation by Greek 
worshipers? 
At first inspection, Jesus’ answer seems to be so general in nature that 
it had no bearing on the fact that he was responding to the inquiries 
from the Greeks.  Much earlier in his ministry, Jesus had sought 
solitude by retreating to the area of Tyre.  While there, a Syrian 
Phoenician woman (a Greek) rushed to Jesus pleading that he would 
drive out a demon from her daughter (Mark 7:24-30).  Jesus’ response 
to her was cold and biting, “First let the children eat all they want, 
for it is not right to take the children’s bread and toss it to their 
dogs.”  Her humble reply and plea reached the heart of Jesus and he 
pronounced the daughter delivered from the control of the demon.  
This is the only record of Jesus’ dealings with a “Greek” person in the 
other three Gospel records, and it is not recorded by John.  The New 
Testament writers have repeatedly demonstrated that Jesus came to 
the Jew first, and then to the Greek.  Judaism had not been slighted by 
Jesus, the word made flesh.  Their history included repeated examples 
of the first-born son losing his birthright.  The first-born sons of 
Abram, Isaac, Jacob and David all lost their rights due them 
according to their natural births.  Judaism placed great emphasis on 
the fact that they were the children of Abraham, and as such they 
claimed the rights to the Covenant promises made to him and later 
realized in the kingdom of David.  They looked forward to the 
coming of the Messiah to restore the Davidic kingdom to new heights 
of glory.  Now that Jesus, the son of David (Son of Man, Son of God), 
had come to the Jews, we find that they rejected him and lost their 
birthright to the kingdom of Heaven.  That kingdom was to evolve 
predominantly in the Gentile world.  By the time John wrote his 



Gospel, that transition was well on its way to realization.  The first 
century Church contained a core of Jewish converts who brought the 
light of the Gospel to the Gentile world of Greece and Rome.  Paul 
and John had witnessed that Judaism had the opportunity to eat all 
they wanted, while the Gentile world, like dogs under the table had 
eaten the children’s crumbs (Mark 7:28).  

What perspective did Jesus give about life and death? 
We are not told how the Greeks responded to Jesus’ words given to 
them on that occasion.  Jesus gave a brief lesson on prosperity 
theology.  People from all ages and cultures confronted with the 
Gospel of Jesus hope to find a theology that assures them prosperity, 
health, wealth and honor.  Seldom do we find a “seeker” looking for a 
theology of suffering, service and rejection.  Jesus told the Greeks 
that his hour had come to be glorified.  That glory was to be the result 
of his death, much like the apparent death of a seed buried in the 
ground which sprouts and produces many seeds (23-25).  He went on 
to say that anyone who was to become a part of his kingdom must 
follow and go where he goes.  At that time, Jesus’ heart was deeply 
troubled.  He knew that all would forsake him in his hour of trial.  
From John’s perspective of some 40+ years later, it is clear that John 
wished to teach that the kingdom of Heaven would spring up with 
newness of life.  The grave would not hold Jesus and his resurrection 
would be the beginning of the growth of the New Testament Church, 
while Judaism would decline. 

The other three Gospels have a similar teaching connected with 
Peter’s great confession  (Mt. 16:24; Mk. 8:34; Lk. 9:23). 
In Matthew 16, we read of Peter’s great confession, Jesus giving the 
keys to the kingdom of heaven, and then telling his disciples that he 
must suffer and die.  Peter rejected Jesus’ prediction and Jesus 
rebuked him by telling him to get behind him, Satan.  Jesus went on 
to tell them that if they wanted to be his followers they would have to 
take up their cross and follow him.  They would have to be willing to 
lose their lives for his sake in order to save their souls.  In Mark 
9:34-35, Jesus told his disciples who had been arguing among 
themselves about who would be the greatest, that whoever wanted to 



be first must be last of all and servant of all.  This teaching sounds 
very similar to that given to the Greeks during passion week.  We 
need not try to bring the two teachings together into a single event.  
Jesus had taught for three years and to many audiences.  His message 
was almost certainly repeated many times in various forms and in 
various circumstances.  Too often we try to restrict the recorded 
teachings of Jesus to a single event.  The Gospel writers had to reduce 
those three years of teaching into very compressed records.  John, as 
one of the twelve, had been close to Jesus and heard him on many 
occasions, frequently repeating or rephrasing his teachings to meet 
the needs of the immediate audience. 

Why did John put Jesus’ question here in his record and not in the 
Garden, as recorded by the other three Gospels? 
In his troubled frame of mind, Jesus asked the question of our current 
lesson. “What shall I say?  ‘Father, save me from this hour?’”  
John’s Gospel does not describe the painful time of prayer in the 
Garden.  Surely this question would plague Jesus throughout his last 
week.  He would be tempted to make this prayer continuously right 
up to the moment he uttered his cry from the cross, “It is finished!”  
Actually, this question must have been in the back of his mind 
throughout his ministry.  Part of the temptations in the wilderness at 
the outset of his ministry involved this unspoken prayer.  Certainly in 
his true humanity, Jesus desired a theology of prosperity for himself 
and his followers.  Being about his fathers business had always been a 
work of service rather than a life of success as success is measured by 
the world’s standards.  This question was central to Jesus’ approach to 
his ministry, and it is central to each Christian’s life.  What is the 
purpose of my life, is a question everyone asks time and again as one 
progresses through life’s journey.  One’s mission brings times of 
stress and even danger.  Most of us pray that we will not be asked to 
go through such hours of trial like Christ endured.  Many Christian 
saints have been tested to the limits of their faith, even to the point of 
death.  This is not a question that can be put off until the time arrives.  
It is a question which one must face early on in his life of service.  
Jesus had faced this question time and again even after surviving the 



temptations in the wilderness.  The fact that Jesus had not succumbed 
to the temptation in the wilderness and throughout his ministry, meant 
that he had the strength to not offer this prayer during passion week. 

This was the third time that a voice was heard from heaven;  
baptism, transfiguration 
The glory of Christ had been revealed at baptism, at the 
transfiguration and was about to be revealed in his death.  John had 
been present on all three occasions when the voice was heard from 
heaven pronouncing that Jesus was God’s son in whom He was well 
pleased.  John, in his advanced age, wrote these words for the new 
believers who had not been eye-witnesses of Jesus.  His entire Gospel 
record is presented as an eye-witness account from a trusted witness, 
to be handed down to all future generations of Christian believers. 

Jesus predicted the death of the Christ 
Jesus told why he was to die.  The time had come for judgment on the 
prince of the world (Satan) and to drive him out!  The powers of 
darkness would be defeated when Jesus paid the price for rebellion 
against God by all humankind. 

Jesus told them to walk in the light 
Jesus is the light of the world.  With his victory over the prince of the 
world, the world would have the opportunity to live in the light of 
salvation.  The powers of darkness would be defeated for all time.  
John closed this section (12:37-50) with a quotation from Isaiah 6.  
Isaiah had been called by God to proclaim his message to Israel 
knowing full well that they would not be responsive to his preaching.  
That was a prediction that Judaism would reject the coming of the 
light of the world (41).  Yet, Isaiah also is the great promoter of the 
doctrine of “the remnant.”  John pointed out that there was a remnant 
of Jewish leaders who came to a belief in Jesus (42).  All of Jesus’ 
teachings were expressly what the Father had sent him to teach.  As 
such, Jesus did not condemn those who rejected him;  judgment came 
from another source, i.e. the Father himself.  Jesus did not come to 
judge the world (47). Likewise, Isaiah had not come to judge Israel.  
Judgment is reserved to the God of Heaven and not to his messenger, 



whether it be the prophet or the Son of God.  The Church ought to be 
mindful that it does not exist to bring judgment on sinful humankind.  
The Church is the messenger of hope and salvation so that humankind 
might escape the judgment of God. 

Question: “Do you understand what I have done for 
you?”    (John 13:12) 
John 13:1-17 
Jesus confronted the disciples about understanding service. 
Did Jesus wash the feet of all twelve? 

There was one present who should have asked Jesus not to wash his 
feet, namely - Judas Iscariot.  Yet, it was not Judas, the betrayer who 
objected.  The leader of the twelve, Peter, was the one who rejected 
Jesus treating him as a superior.  Was Peter in line before Judas?  Was 
he in line before John?  We do not know how many of the disciples’ 
feet had already been washed before Peter voiced his objection.  How 
many of us would feel comfortable if Jesus came and washed our 
feet?  It goes against the grain for us to allow ourselves to be served 
by the one sent from God.  None is worthy of such service from 
above.   

How clean is the body of the Church? 
Jesus came to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  He washed our 
whole body, mind and soul.  There is no way we can claim any merit 
from our past deeds, good as they may have been, to receive this 
service from God’s own Son.  Only Jesus holds the cleansing power 
to present us before the Father as cleansed completely.  Through his 
service, we stand before God as fellow heirs, children of God.  Jesus 
wished to bring to the Father a righteous Church.  But, the Church has 
always contained those who had their feet washed and yet were 
standing in rebellion against him, as was Judas on that night.  The 
Church, like Peter, still feels uncomfortable in having Jesus act as a 
servant to humankind.  Judaism was content with being served, not 
serving. 



Has the Church understood Jesus’ act? 
Is the Church’s role to serve or to rule?  The Holy Catholic Church of 
the middle ages disintegrated into a political entity possessed with 
power.  Protestant Churches have frequently given way to the same 
temptation.  Is the Church an organization that is here to be served by 
its constituents?  We frequently encourage one another in serving 
Christ and his Church.  There is a fine line between serving and being 
served.  Jesus served his disciples when he washed their feet.  Jesus is 
seen many times where his disciples served him.  Service is at the 
heart of our faith.  We are served by the Church and we in turn 
provide service to the Church and to society around us.  Jesus taught 
us to keep our perspective in serving and being served. 

Question: “Will you really lay down your life for me?”   
 (John 13:38) 
John 13:31-38 
Jesus confronted Peter about his limits on commitment. 
His time had “Now” come 

After the foot washing, the one who was to betray Jesus was exposed 
to the inner circle of Peter and John.  When Judas accepted the bread 
dipped in the dish, his betraying action plan was sealed, “Satan 
entered into him.”  The time had now come in which Jesus would 
allow himself to be arrested in the time determined by him.  Judas left 
the table and is not seen again until the betrayal in the Garden.  John 
does not tell us about the institution of the Lord’s Supper, the other 
three Gospel’s provide those details.  John gives us a record of Jesus’ 
three farewell discourses (John 14:1-16:33) in the setting of the last 
supper.   

What does it mean to be “glorified?” 
Jesus had repeatedly spoken of his coming death.  The listeners were 
always confused by his predictions.  We can readily understand what 
Jesus was saying because of our reading these words from the pen of 
John, some 40+ years after his death and resurrection.  His teaching 



of the kernel of wheat being buried and bringing forth much seed is 
also clear to us.  For the Church of today, almost 2000 years later, the 
glory of Christ that was about to occur is crystal clear. 

Jesus repeated his past teachings to the crowds to the eleven at the 
table 
In John 7:34 and 8:21, Jesus had told the crowds that they could not 
come where he was going.  The crowds were confused about where 
that might be.  Jesus never gave them a straight answer, leaving them 
in confusion.  Here, at the last supper, Jesus repeated the same 
statement that “Where I am going you cannot come.” (33).  Peter 
spoke up revealing they did not understand where he was going.  It 
would have been better for Peter if he had not pushed the issue.  Jesus 
predicted Peter’s eventual  following to a martyr’s death, which 
would be the end of most, if not all, of the eleven.  Peter’s 
commitment to follow Jesus even if it meant death (37), was 
answered by Jesus in our current question, “Will you really lay down 
your life for me?”  

His journey will be a lonesome one 
Jesus knew that his journey into the valley of the shadow of death 
would be a lonesome one.  One of his disciples would be the betrayer.  
The leader of the disciples, Peter, would deny him three times over in 
just a short span of time.  The remaining ten would all turn tail and 
run to protect themselves, leaving Jesus alone to face his accusers and 
tormentors. 

The commandment of love restated 
The new command to love one another ”as I have loved you” (34) is 
clear to us.  We read these words in the light of having seen how 
much Jesus loved us by completing his act of atonement.  Being told 
to love one another is one thing; the example of Christ showed the 
magnitude of that simple command. 

Is the Church seen as a fellowship of love? 
The strength of the witness of the Christian Church has been its 
fellowship of love.  The Church in its purest form is a loving Church.  



The sharing of wealth by meeting the needs of the poor, the missions 
of healing, the outreach to help those who are total strangers to the 
fellowship and the standing up for righteousness against the worldly 
powers of evil have all been testimonies of the Church’s Christ-like 
love.  What other faith requires of its fellowship to love their enemies, 
bless those who curse them and pray for those trying to destroy them?   

Would his disciples take a similar journey later in their lives ? 
Tradition has it that all of the eleven ended up giving their lives for 
the faith, with the possible exception of John. 

Did Peter have the strength of faith that he professed to have? 
Peter was a man of great strength and recognized as leader of the 
disciples.  He spoke for them as well as for himself.  One never can 
be sure of the strength of one’s commitment until the time of testing 
arrives.  Peter was impetuous in his profession.  We are cautioned by 
his failure. 

Is there any comfort for us in the fact that all of the disciples failed 
in the hour of trial? 
Most of us have misgivings as to how strong our faith would be under 
extreme duress.  The fact that Peter and the disciples all failed Jesus 
in the hour of trial is a comfort in that we know that God is mindful of 
our limitations.  If we fail him, he will hold out his hand of restoration 
even as he did to Peter and the ten.  Judaism had that same offer of 
restoration at that time and God continues to hold out his invitation to 
Judaism as well as to the rest of humankind.  May God’s grace be a 
constant comfort to each Christian confronting the fears of life. 



LESSON 8:  CONFRONTING DOUBT (John 14 - 16) 

Question:  “Don’t you know me, Philip . . . ?”  (John 14:9) 
John 14:1-14 
Jesus confronted Philip about knowing the way to the Father. 
Can one trust in God and not in Christ? (1-3) 

One of the more troubling beliefs of the Christian concerns his 
relationship to the God of Israel.  Does the Christian and the Jew 
share a faith in the same God?  We both proclaim our trust in God;  
but, only the Christian trusts in Christ.  Has the Father prepared a 
place for both in his heavenly mansion?  John’s Gospel does not deal 
with that question directly.  But, John does clearly proclaim that Jesus 
came from God and returned to God, where he promised to prepare a 
place for those who place their trust in him.  This text is the great 
comfort to all believers. 

How can we know the way to the place? (4-7) 
Jesus told them, “I am the way the truth and the life. No one comes to 
the Father except through me . . . . “  John’s Gospel repeats time and 
again that Jesus and the Father are one.  His point is that one knows 
the way to the kingdom of God if one knows Jesus.  Jesus is the way.  
He is the Messiah promised in the Old Testament.  He is the Son of 
Man and the Son of God.  The way to God’s kingdom is not through 
the way taught by the leaders of Judaism.  John wrote after the 
distruction of Jerusalem which confirmed that Jesus’ kingdom was 
not of this world, i.e. a restoration of the earthly kingdom of David. 

How much of the world has recognized who Jesus is? (see prologue 
1:10-13) 
John’s understanding of the mystery of faith and participation in 
Christ’s kingdom is similar to Paul’s.  We cannot explain faith on the 
basis of birth or human decision, but as a gift of God (born of God). 
This is a mystery that continues throughout the ages.  Jesus was not 
recognized by the majority as being one with the Father in that time 
of transition.  Even today, Jesus is not recognized by the vast majority 



of humankind as one with the God of the Universe.  The doctrine of 
the remnant was proclaimed by the Old Testament prophets and 
witnessed as still true following the coming of Jesus as the light of the 
world.   

Would John have written these same words if he had written his 
Gospel in 35 A.D.? 
Paul’s conversion occured about 35 A.D., leading to his missionary 
journeys to the Gentile world.  John’s Gospel was written after Paul 
had established many churches in the Gentile world and it is likely 
that John wrote from Ephesus.  John’s Gospel was written primarily 
to a Gentile audience.  If God had led John to write in 35 A.D., he 
would have had a much different audience.  It was God’s purpose to 
delay John’s Gospel until late in the first century so that his views of 
Jesus would most benefit the Christian Church, whose eye-witness 
members were dying out.  If those who had walked with Jesus for 
three years had difficulty seeing that Jesus and the Father were one, 
would the evolving Church be able to maintain a faith in Jesus being 
one with the Father? John proclaimed the words of Jesus showed a 
oneness with the Father, the God of Truth.  Those words of Jesus 
were confirmed by the many miraculous signs that Jesus performed 
and which were witnessed by John and others. 

Where did he go; and, when did they follow him to that place? 
(8:21; 13:36; 16:28) 
The Jewish crowds were confused earlier when Jesus talked about 
going to a place where they could not come.  His disciples were 
confused when he said the same words to them.  Peter asked where he 
was going and Jesus told him he could not follow now; but, would 
follow later (referring to the later martyrdom of the disciples). Later 
that same evening, Jesus told them clearly that he was leaving the 
world and returning to the Father in heaven.  With that, Jesus closed 
his teaching to his disciples and prayed his high priestly prayer before 
going to the garden of Gethsemane where he would be betrayed. 

Can one know the way to God outside of Christ?  Does Judaism 
know God? 



Thomas was a disciple, close to Jesus, who was confused in that time 
of transition from Judaism into Christianity.  That transition remains a 
mystery for us Christians.  In our day, we question whether the Jews 
are God’s people while we have no doubt that we Gentile Christians 
are his people.  During John’s time and Paul’s time, the Gentile 
Christians were struggling for spiritual equality with those from a 
Jewish heritage.  Note Paul’s words in Romans 3:28-31, “For we 
maintain that a man is justified by faith apart from observing the law. 
Is God the god of Jews only? Is he not the God of Gentiles too? Yes, 
of Gentiles too, since there is only one God, who will justify the 
circumcised by faith and the uncircumcised through that same faith. 
Do we, then, nullify the law by this faith? Not at all! Rather, we 
uphold the law.”  It is no wonder that Thomas was confused when 
Jesus spoke about knowing the way to the place. 

Christian comfort is founded in Christ, who is the way, the truth 
and the life. (6-10) 
Philip entered into the conversation asking Jesus to show them the 
Father.  Jesus then asked the question of this lesson (14:9-10), “Don’t 
you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you such a long 
time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you 
say, ‘Show us the Father’? Don’t you believe that I am in the 
Father, and that the Father is in me?” 

God is known through his word and works. (14:11 — see similar 
teaching in 10:37-38 ; 12:37) 
This is a third and final appeal from Jesus to believe he and the Father 
were one as evidenced by his teachings, which if followed lead to 
right living.  If his teachings were insufficient proof of his oneness 
with the Father, the miraculous works he performed testify to the truth 
of his claims.   

The followers of Christ will display God’s power in word and action. 
(12-14) 
At the time of John’s writing, he could look back over many years 
which gave evidence of the power of faith in Christ.  His readers 
would have been acquainted with the history of the first century 
church and the evidences of answered prayers of its leaders.  Jesus 



predicted the continuation of his powers on earth.  Immediately 
following, Jesus promised the sending of the Holy Spirit to be with 
the Church. 

Jesus’ first discourse concludes with the  promise of sending 
the Holy Spirit to be with them, be their counselor and teach 
them all things (14:15-31).  This ends the time in the upper 
room. 

The second discourse was given on the way to the Garden of 
Gethsemane, presenting Christ as the Vine and his followers 
as fruitful branches (15:1-16:4).  They must testify of him even 
though they will face violent opposition. 

Question:  “Are you asking one another what I 
meant . . . . ?”   (John 16:19) 
John 16:16-33 
Jesus confronted the disciples about their lack of 
understanding the times. 
Jesus began his third discourse outlining the coming work of the 

Holy Spirit. (16:5-16) 
John recorded a great deal of Jesus’ teaching in these three discourses.  
It is not clear whether all of these teachings occurred on the way to 
the Garden of Gethsemane.  This last discourse leads into Jesus’ high 
priestly prayer.  The setting of that prayer seems more likely to have 
been while still in the upper room and may well have preceded the 
second and third discourses.  Once again, Jesus talked about “going 
to him who sent me.”(16:5).  Before the disciples could question him 
about where he was going, Jesus told them about the need to leave in 
order that the Holy Spirit (the Counselor) could come to “convict the 
world of guilt in regard to sin and righteousness and judgment.”  The 
sin of the world is unbelief.  The proof of Jesus’ righteousness was his 
ascension to the Father.  The judgment and condemnation of Satan 



would be accomplished through Jesus’ death on the cross (fulfilling 
the prophesy of Genesis 3:14). 

The disciples continued to be confused. (18) 
Much had happened on this night.  Much had happened in the past 
few days.  It is no wonder that the disciples were confused by the 
flurry of events.  The fact that Jesus had displayed himself as deeply 
troubled from time to time could only have furthered their state of 
confusion.  Jesus had spoken many words of comfort and promise in 
the midst of this time of stress.  Jesus kept talking about “a little 
while . . . “   If they were walking toward the garden in the middle of 
the darkness of night, this would add to the confusion. 

Are we better able to understand Jesus from a distance than they 
could from their closeness to him? 
We certainly have more time to think matters through and 
contemplate the words of Jesus over against all of his previous 
discussions.  Even at this late hour, it is doubtful that the disciples had 
grasped that Jesus was headed for crucifixion within the next 24 
hours.  The events of the last supper had not had time to sink in and 
be fully understood.  In fact, understanding of the significance of that 
last supper would not be evident until sometime after his resurrection.  
It is no wonder that they were asking what Jesus meant. 

When did their grief turn to joy? (20) 
Jesus told them that in a little while they would weep and mourn.  
They would fall on a time of deep sorrow and grief when he would 
leave them by his death.  But, that grief would be only for a short 
season and then it would turn into joy when they saw the fulfillment 
of his prediction that he would lay down his life and then take it up 
again.  Like a woman giving birth, they would forget their grief upon 
seeing the fruits of the time of pain and suffering. 

Does God give the Christian whatever he asks for in the name of 
Christ? (23) 



Prior to this the disciples did not pray to God asking in his name.  In 
the future, they would see that Jesus and the Father were one and they 
would pray to God in the name of Jesus, their savior. 

The disciples came to a belief in Christ, which is the purpose of 
John’s Gospel for his readers. (16:30; 20:31) 
The disciples proclaimed faith that Jesus came from God.  How much 
more clearly did they understand at that moment than they had 
previously is not clear.  However, Jesus’ words had the effect of 
giving them some comfort in that time just before they were to 
witness the betrayal and arrest. 

At last (!) Jesus got through to them. (31) 
Jesus confirmed their faith.  His disciples declared their belief in him 
at last!  His teaching ministry is now ended.  There are no more words 
of instruction to his disciples until after his resurrection. 

But, they would soon scatter and leave him to face the enemy alone. 
(32) 
Jesus did tell them that following their statement of faith and belief in 
him, they would all soon scatter and abandon him during his most 
trying time.  They would leave him alone;  but, the Father would 
remain with him.  Later, on the cross, Jesus would cry out in anquish 
his feeling of being forsaken by the Father. 

A final word of encouragement. (33) 
In the tumult of this hour, Jesus gave words of comfort and 
encouragement.  The world is full of trials and troubles and they 
would have their share of them.  But, Jesus told them to “take heart, I 
have overcome the world.” 



LESSON 9:  CONFRONTING ACCUSERS (John 18 & 
19) 

Question:  “Who is it you want? . . . . . .  Shall I not drink the 
cup the Father has given me?”  (John 18:4, 7 & 11) 
John 18:1-14 
Jesus confronted the arresting soldiers and officials. 
Only John did not record the Gethsemane prayer 

Earlier, we heard Jesus ask this same question (12:27) when he was 
approached by the Greeks during that last week.  At that time, John 
recorded that Jesus’ heart was troubled.  Jesus was deeply troubled by 
the coming agony and execution.  In John’s record of the coming to 
the Kidron Valley and the olive grove, the record reads as a time of 
calm resignation to what was to happen.  The other Gospel records 
give us more insight into the moment. 

Three times Jesus prayed the same prayer 
Matthew, Mark and Luke recorded Jesus praying to the Father three 
times, “if it be possible, let this cup pass from me, nevertheless, not as 
I will, but as thou wilt” (Mat 26:39).  They told of his being sorrowful 
even unto death.  Luke, the physician, recorded that an angel from 
heaven gave him some solace while “he prayed more earnestly, and 
his sweat was like drops of blood falling to the ground” (Lk. 22:44).  
Jesus knew the severity of the situation and had no desire to seek 
martydom.  He had no death wish.  However, he was willing to lay 
down his life for his sheep, as he had told his listeners in his earlier 
teachings. 

Judas returned on the scene 
Judas knew of Jesus’ place of prayer and comfort in the olive garden.  
He knew that Jesus would go there that night as he had on earlier 
nights.  He led the arresting officers to Jesus.  Jesus had gone to the 
garden fully knowing that Judas would lead them to him and that his 
hour had come. 

John recorded Jesus’ question (vs. 4 & 7) 



The question, “Who is it you want?” was asked by Jesus twice.  The 
first response of the arresting band was to draw back and hit the 
ground.  Apparently, they anticipated a strong fight would result 
between themselves and the band with Jesus.  In the darkness of the 
night, they were cautious in their approach. 

Others recorded the infamous kiss of death 
John’s report is silent about the kiss of betrayal that was reported by 
the other Gospels.  John’s purpose was not to repeat and verify the 
other records.  Nor was it his purpose to set the record straight.  We 
should not construe the differing accounts as conflicting, but as 
supplementing one another.  John’s emphasis at this point was on the 
fact that Jesus was not “captured” by his enemies. Rather, Jesus was 
in control of the times and this was the process of his laying down his 
life and he would take it up again, as he had said. 

John identified the one with the sword 
All of the records tell of the taking up of the sword in defense of 
Jesus.  Only John identifies the one with the sword as Peter, and the 
injured person as Malchus.  Only Luke, the physician, told of Jesus 
touching and healing the injured man.  

John recorded Jesus’ rhetorical question 
Jesus did not expect an answer from his followers in response to his 
rhetorical question, “Shall I not drink the cup the Father has given 
me?”  Jesus had already prayed that prayer in deep distress just 
moments earlier and was resigned to completing the very business he 
had come to earth to accomplish. 

Mat. 26:52-53, tells us Jesus had the power to call for immediate 
heavenly relief 
Jesus’ words have been an instruction to the Church through the 
following centuries.  Those who live by the sword will die by the 
sword.  Jesus knew that the Father would relieve him of his 
commission and send him legions of defending angels if Jesus would 
so choose.  Jesus and the Father were one in the commitment to fulfill 
the purpose of his coming to earth.  In no other place in Scripture do 



we see more clearly the relationship of Christ and the Father as in 
these words in Matthew.  The distinct persons of the Father and Christ 
are clear in the words of Jesus in that moment.  Jesus had an equality 
with the Father at the same time that he was submissive to the will of 
the Father. 

Question:  “Why question me? . . . . why did you strike me?” 
   (John 18:21 & 23) 
John 18:19-24 
Jesus confronted the High Priest in his search for truth. 
Jesus’ ministry was an open ministry (vs. 20) 

The trial of Jesus had begun.  It lacked the elements of a fair trial.  
Actually, it was no trial at all.  There was no leveling of charges to 
which he would be called to answer.  The questioning about his 
teaching was an attempt to trip him up in his own words and give 
them a cause for presenting him to the Roman authorities for 
execution. 

He had often faced their questions in public 
He had spoken openly in the temple courts as well as in the open 
countryside.  There was no secrecy surrounding his ministry.  There 
were many visitors from the outlying areas who had heard him teach 
outside of Jerusalem.  The Jewish leaders had their own personal 
confrontations with Jesus in the temple area and surrounding area.   

His followers were many and knew his message 
Only a few days previous he had made a triumphal public entry into 
Jerusalem on Palm Sunday.  A very large crowd had surrounded him 
and paraded him as a king of peace, riding on a lowly donkey.  His 
kingdom was clearly not one that would be a threat to Rome.  His 
cleansing of the temple on the next day also did not give any 
indication that he was trying to replace the Jewish leaders with his 
own.  Jesus was calling the current leadership to reform their ways 
and get back to being leaders in prayer rather than leaders in 
commerce and banking.  All of those public displays of opposition to 



Jewish leadership were similar to those of previous prophets from 
God.  Prophets did not seek to rule.  They sought to reform and purify 
the existing religious life of the people. 

Jesus was struck in the face (vs. 22) (compare to when Paul incurred 
a similar slap in the face, Acts 23:1-5). 
Judaism was confronted by the Word made Flesh, and they responded 
with slapping God in the face!  Jesus demonstrated time and again his 
mercy and forgiveness.  The one thing that Jesus consistently 
condemned was the sin of unbelief.  The temple official charged Jesus 
with treating the high priest with disrespect.  Later, the apostle Paul 
would encounter a similar charge.  Paul’s reaction was to raise a 
question that brought the various sides into violent arguing among 
themselves, resulting in his being taken away to safety by the Roman 
guards.  Jesus made no such attempt to distract his accusers and 
obtain his rescue. 

Jesus confronted the high priest with truth 
Jesus confronted them with the fact that he had done nothing wrong.  
“But if I spoke the truth, why did you strike me?”  Up to this point, 
Jesus was on trial with no charges presented against him.  He told his 
accusers that he had spoken openly in their own synagogues and the 
temple.  He was a man of truth and no fault could be found in his 
teachings or actions.  The high priest would not be the only one 
confronted by Jesus on this day regarding facing the truth. 

Question: “Is that your own idea, or did others talk to you 
about me?”   (John 18:34) 
John 18:28-40 
Jesus confronted Pilate with the truth about his kingdom. 
Clearly, this was not the best time for the Jewish leaders to put Jesus 

on trial 
The Jews were concerned about their ceremonial cleaness while they 
were in the process of doing their dirty work of killing an innocent 
man.  The Jewish leaders would rather have tried Jesus on an 



occasion other than their most holy week.  But, opportunity did not 
present itself to them at another more convenient time.  The time had 
been chosen by Jesus and not by the Jews. 

The Jews answer to Pilate’s question (vs. 29) showed their contempt 
for justice 
At that holy time, the Jewish leaders brought Jesus to Pilate for 
execution.  Never mind the charges;  if he was not guilty of a capital 
offense they would not have brought him to the Roman authorities.  
Jesus had been before two religious tribunals in the early morning 
hours and now was transferred to the civil ruler for execution. 

The Jews turned him over to Roman jurisdiction so that Roman 
punishment could be inflicted 
The Jews looked for a Messiah who would restore their power to rule 
over civil as well as religious matters.  Their new king would throw 
off the power of the Gentile world and restore the glorious kingdom 
of David.  Within the hour the Jews would be crying, “We have no 
king but Caesar” (19:15). 

Pilate had no jurisdiction over Jewish religious law;  therefore, tried 
him for sedition 
Pilate asked Jesus to incriminate himself by testifying that he was 
setting himself up as the king of the Jews, which would be a capital 
offense.  Jesus asked, “Is that your own idea, or did others talk to 
you about me?”  Had the Jewish leaders contacted Pilate at an earlier 
time in order to prepare him for a time that they would be able to 
arrest Jesus and turn him over to Pilate?  Where did Pilate get the 
notion that Jesus was trying to become a king?  Had Pilate been 
aware of the triumphal entry?  If so, had he enquired of the Jewish 
authorities about that possibility of an uprising occuring during the 
feast?   

This is the first confrontation we read of Jesus with Roman 
authorities. 
The Jewish leaders had previously tried to entangle Jesus with the 
Roman authorities when they asked about giving taxes to Caesar.  
Jesus had not fallen into their trap.  There is no record of Jesus ever 



having been questioned by the civil authorities previously.  The only 
other Biblical record of opposition from Rome was shortly after his 
birth when Herod made inquiry of the Wise Men from the East who 
had seen his star.  At that time, Herod ordered the slaying of the 
innocent children under two years of age.  Throughout his ministry, 
Jesus was never threatened by Rome.  His cousin, John the Baptist, 
had been killed because he called another Herod to task over his 
sinful taking of his brother’s wife.  Jesus was not a threat to Rome. 

Jesus’ question — struck at whether Pilate served Rome or 
Jerusalem 
Jesus’ question challenged Pilate as to whether he ruled by the 
authority of Rome, or as a lackey of the Jewish leaders.  Was Pilate a 
man of honor and respect for truth and Roman law?  Or, was he a man 
without principles who would do whatever was necessary to maintain 
order?  We can almost hear the contempt that Pilate had for the Jews 
in his retort, “Am I a Jew?  It was your people and your chief priests 
who handed you over to me.  What is it you have done?”   

The revealing exchange between Pilate and Jesus concerning his 
kingship 
Jesus told Pilate that if he was opposing Rome, his followers would 
come to his defense and fight.  But, his kingdom was not political.  
His kingdom was from another place, a place where truth ruled over 
the spirit of humankind.  For the second time on that morning, Jesus 
confronted the authorities with the truth!  Jesus proclaimed himself 
the king of truth.  He came to the world to testify to the truth (vs. 37).  
The Jewish leaders had not listened to him.  Jesus confronted Pilate 
with the fact that “Everyone on the side of truth listens to me.” 

What is truth? Jesus stood before him as “the Word became flesh . . . 
full of grace and truth.”  (John 1:14) 
Pilate’s cynical question, “What is truth?” is repeated by many in all 
ages.  It is easy to become cynical in a world where there is so much 
injustice.  Pilate saw no evidence of a search for truth on the part of 
the Jewish leaders during that holy week.  Pilate also saw little 
evidence of Jesus’ followers having a concern for truth and justice in 
that moment.   



Pilate’s final appeal to the Jewish mob 
Jesus’ discussion found a sympathetic cord in a man who was not 
known for his sympathy.  Pilate sought a way to release Jesus; but, 
eventually gave in to the will of the Jewish authorities and the mob 
they had gathered demanding crucifixion.  Where were the followers 
of Jesus who had marched into the city on the previous Sunday?  
They, like the disciples, had abandoned Jesus in his hour of trial.   

Reflections on the Crucifixion of 30 A.D. and the Holocaust 
of the 1940’s: 

Who killed Jesus?  Was it Judaism or was it Rome?  Neither!  Jesus 
was killed by the forces of evil!  Through the following centuries, the 
Jews have been accused many times by Christians as the ones who 
killed Jesus.  In our own generation, we have found that accusation 
softened following the holocaust of the 1940’s.   
Who killed the Jews?  Was it Christianity or was it Germany?  
Neither!  The Jewish victims of the holocaust were killed by the 
forces of evil!  There is a continuing warfare between the forces of 
Satan and the forces of God.  Jesus labeled the Jewish leadership of 
his day as children of Satan because they were not on the side of 
truth.  Jesus did not condemn all of Judaism.  In fact, his ministry was 
almost exclusively to Jews and his followers at the time of his 
crucifixion was almost entirely made up of Jews.  
During the first century, Christianity spread first to the Jews and then 
to the rest of the world.  Until 70 A.D., Jews and Christians continued 
to worship in the Jewish synagogues.  There was a community spirit 
among them with those who became Christian looked at as a sect of 
Judaism.  Paul was still dealing with the problem of whether 
circumcision was required of Gentile converts some twenty years 
after the crucifixion.  By the time of John’s writing, a more definite 
split had been realized and there was a growing animosity between 
Christians and unconverted Jews.  That animosity continued to our 



present age.  During the middle ages, the Jews often found 
themselves more persecuted by Christians than by Islam.   
Perhaps the holocaust has been a means of restoration of fellowship 
between Jews and Christians.  We Christians no more “killed the 
Jews” than did our Jewish brothers  “kill Jesus.”  When Jesus was 
crucified, his disciples and followers were not alone in not standing 
up for truth and justice.  The Jewish populace that did not accept him 
as the Messiah were not all clamoring for his death;  but, like the 
disciples, they did not stand up for truth and justice.  Likewise, during 
the holocaust both Jews and Christians (and Germans) mostly did not 
resist the injustice of Hitler and his agents.  Yet, there are many 
recorded instances of Christians who, at great risk, hid the Jews and 
protected them from the holocaust.  Most German Christians shrunk 
back in fear of opposing Hitler. Much of the European Church and 
Catholicism did likewise.  But the Christians of the allied nations 
were also at the core of resistance in saving the world from Hitler’s 
treachery and condemning the holocaust in the aftermath of the 
conflict. Within Germany was found the resistance of Bonhofer (a 
Christian theologian) and his associates. 
Today we read of many Christians being persecuted by Islam and 
other pagan religions.  Among the stronger voices of opposition and 
protest to such persecution are the voices of our Jewish brothers (see 
Christianity Today, 3/96, article by Charles Colson: “Tortured for 
Christ--and Ignored”).   
It is time for Jews and Christians to join together as the children of 
the God of the Bible to stand on the side of truth and listen to him 
(John 18:37). 



LESSON10:  CONFRONTING ETERNITY (John 20 & 
21) 

Question:  “Woman, why are you crying? Who are you 
looking for?”    (John 20:15) 
John 20:10-18 
Jesus confronted a sorrowful Mary Magdalene near the tomb. 
Who would be the first to see the risen Christ? (the last shall be first 

Lk. 13:30) 
During his ministry Jesus had told many parables concerning the 
kingdom of heaven.  In Luke 13, he told the parable of the barren fig 
tree.  Jesus was referring to the current state of Judaism.  God was 
continuing to nurture it for the time being;  but, if it did not bear fruit 
in the near future he would order it to be cut down.  Was Judaism’s 
spiritual life short?  Did the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 A.D. mark 
the cutting down of the barren fig tree?  In that same chapter, he 
spoke about the narrow door in answer to the question, “Lord, are 
only a few people going to be saved?”  He identified Abram, Isaac, 
Jacob and all the prophets as being in the kingdom while the current 
Jewish leaders would be thrown out (vs. 28).  He then stated that 
many would come from all directions to take part in the kingdom of 
heaven, “Indeed there are those who are last who will be first, and 
first who will be last” (vs. 30).   
At the tomb on Easter morning, one of those considered by the rulers 
of Judaism to be “last” was Mary Magdalene.  She was the “first” to 
see the risen Christ! 

She is representative of Jews & Gentiles who obviously needed 
regeneration. 
Magdala was a prosperous town, predominantly Gentile, on the shore 
of the Sea of Galilee.  Luke 8:2 recorded, ” . . . Mary (called 
Madalene) from whom seven demons had come out . . .” as being one 
of the devoted women followers of Jesus.  It was to this Jewish 



woman of low esteem from a Gentile area who was first to see the 
risen Christ.  She had needed salvation from the seven demons and 
had become a faithful follower who likely was a financial supporter 
of his ministry (Lk 8:3).  The risen Christ was to be revealed to a 
remnant of Judaism and expand to all lands and races of humankind. 

The risen Christ came to a crying world. 
Mary was crying at the entrance of the tomb because the body was 
gone and the tomb appeared to have been violated.  Two angels in 
white appeared and asked her why she was crying.  The Christian 
message of hope and faith comes to those in the world who are crying 
for help.  Jesus had said that the physician comes to heal the sick and 
not the healthy.  His kingdom is one of redemption and salvation to a 
crying world.   

Every generation of every culture look for someone who conquers 
death 
Turning around, Mary was confronted by the risen Jesus who asked, 
“Woman, why are you crying? Who is it you are looking for?”  
Judaism had been looking for an earthly king to throw off the power 
of the Roman govenment and restore the kingdom of David.  The 
risen Christ had conquered death and promised a place in his spiritual 
kingdom to all who would place their trust in his words of truth.  He 
is the great teacher who is the light of the world bringing the light of 
truth to all who live in spiritual darkness.  That is the great need of the 
peoples of the world who are enslaved to superstition, false religions, 
idolatry, emperor worship and all sorts of philosophies.  Jesus 
conquered the physical grave;  but, he also brought knowledge, 
understanding and spiritual enlightenment from the very creator of 
the universe (In the beginning was the Word . . . . ). 

All who see the risen Christ are commissioned by him to go and tell 
to others 
When he called her by name, she recognized Jesus and desired to 
cling to him.  His instructions to her was to go to the others and 
announce his resurrection.  That is the mission of the Church for all 
ages after.  The Gospel is the message of hope in the resurrection of 
Jesus.  The apostle Paul said about the resurrection, “If only for this 



life we have hope in Christ, we are to be pitied more than all men” (1 
Cor. 15:19). 

Her witness, “I have seen the Lord!” (vs.18) 
She reported that she had seen the risen Jesus Christ!  Our faith is 
founded upon actual historical events.  The Christian message is not 
one of fantasy or wishful conjecture.  The message was relayed to us 
by trustworthy persons throughout the history of this world.  The 
primary purpose of John in writing his Gospel was to proclaim his 
personal, eye witness testimony to the life, ministry and resurrection 
of Jesus so that they might believe Jesus was the Son of God and that 
they might have everlasting life (John 3:16 & 20:31).  The first 
century Church had reached the point where only John remained of 
those who had actually seen Jesus.  The Church was obviously going 
to outlive those eye witness believers and John found it necessary to 
leave his written record of his eye witness testimony. 

Question:  “Friends, haven’t you any fish?” (John 21:5) 
John 21:1-14 
Jesus confronted seven unsuccessful fishermen. 
John gives an “epilogue” which occurs in Galilee, the home of the 

disciples 
Chapter 20 reads like the closing of the Book.  Chapter 21 provides 
an epilogue, the other bookend to the prologue of chapter 1:1-18.  
Both the prologue and epilogue are attributed to the writing of John 
himself, and not to some other writer (with the possible exception of 
the last sentence in 21:24, “We know that his testimony is true.”). 

They had returned to their regular work 
The setting is back in Galilee, the home of all of the disciples who 
remained after Jesus’ resurrection (Judas Iscariot, who hanged 
himself, had been from Judea).  Seven of them went fishing, five 
named and two unnamed (21:2-3; were Andrew and Philip among 
them?).  They had been fishermen who Jesus had originally called 



with the statement that he would make them become fishers of men 
(Mat. 4:19).  Up to this point they had not been active in their new 
fishing venture of gaining converts.  “Friends, haven’t you any 
fish?”  Jesus’ question had a two-fold meaning.  That night’s fishing 
had been with no positive results.  The time was approaching when 
they would become very productive fishers. 

John did not record the great commission 
The great commission was not given;  but, it was understood in the 
real life parable they had just experienced.  The world was waiting for 
the Gospel and when they would go fishing for men they would 
gather in more than could be expected of any human evangelistic 
crusade for followers. 

Had Jesus’ resurrection changed their lives? 
They had witnessed the teaching, death and resurrection of Jesus.  
They had returned to their homes  making an attempt to get back to 
life as usual.  They no longer would travel as a band of disciples 
around their teacher.  Their future was uncertain at that moment.  The 
impact of the last few weeks had not yet sunk in. 

Why had they not caught any fish? (vs. 5) 
They were without direction.  Their lives as fishermen had been 
disrupted and they were not having success that night in getting back 
into the swing of their normal livelihood.  Peter was their leader;  but, 
even he seemed to return to fishing because he did not know what 
else to do.  Their lives as “fishers of men” had not yet begun, and 
would not begin until after the coming of the promised Holy Spirit on 
Pentecost. 

Did the catch represent a larger catch? 
Upon their following his instructions to cast the net on the other side 
of the boat, they had such a large catch that they were in danger of 
swamping the boat.  By the time that John wrote his Gospel, the 
Church had witnessed a growth never imagined by the disciples, even 
though  Jesus had told them the fields were “ripe for harvest” (4:35).  
The instruction to cast the net on the other side of the boat was 
symbolic in that Jesus was telling them to go to the world at large.  



No longer were they to restrict their outreach to Judaism.  There were 
more fish to be caught on the other side in that sea of humanity. 

Would their nets be strong enough?  (vs. 11) 
Normally, such a large catch would have torn their nets (11).  Would 
the New Testament Church be able to survive the entrance of the 
masses of Gentiles into its ranks?  Would the church be torn apart by 
the divisiveness of its diverse respondents?  The apostle Paul dealt 
with the struggles of Gentiles in being accepted as full members of 
the body of the early church, which began as a Jewish church.  As the 
Church grew through the ages, it has struggled with acceptance of  
people from different races and cultures.  Each generation is tempted 
to build a wall around its own ethnic make-up.  The Church has had a 
history of becoming national churches, racial churches and churches 
following selected points of doctrine and faith.  Is  the Church of our 
times comfortable with the rapid growth experienced among the third 
world countries?  Like John the Baptist, each Christian must be 
willing to say “He must increase, but I must decrease” (John 3:30 - 
KJV).  

This third appearance was beyond Judea 
Jesus had appeared in a locked, private room in Jerusalem (20:19).  
He had appeared to them including the doubting Thomas, a second 
time a week later in the same room, once again locked (20:26).  That 
event led to the closing statement John made about the purpose of 
writing his Gospel.  The third time Jesus appeared (21:14) connects 
chapter 21 with the rest of John’s Gospel as being of the same hand.  
That appearance was over 50 miles distant from Jerusalem and out in 
the open.  Jesus truely was alive and his kingdom was not confined to 
the borders of Judea.  Just as his ministry had seen its greater 
reception outside of Jerusalem, so his Church would be spread 
primarily beyond the reaches of the Jewish authorities. 

The larger catch would be beyond Judea 
How large would the catch be for these “fishers of men?”  Not one of 
them was from outside the ranks of the nation of Israel.  John closed 
his Gospel, written from Ephesus, without commenting on the spread 
of that Gospel to the Gentile world.  But, intrinsic to his Gospel was 



the message that the Christian Gospel was a message from the creator 
of the world to the peoples of the world.  From the beginning, God’s 
Word was the light of the entire world and the mission of the church 
was to bring that light to all humankind. 

Question:  “Simon son of John, do you truly love me more 
than these?”   (John 21:15) 
John 21:15-25 
Jesus confronted Peter with a renewal of his commission. 
Of all the disciples, who loved Jesus the most? (see Mark 14:29) 

John’s Gospel closes on a very personal note.  Instead of dealing with 
the outer reaches of the Gospel message, John dealt with the 
reinstatement of one of the closest followers of Christ.  Peter was 
always the recognized leader of the disciples.  He stood the tallest and 
had fallen to the lowest (excluding Judas, the traitor).  Who loved 
Jesus the most?  Peter claimed that position when he said, “Even if all 
fall away, I will not” (Mark 14:29).  When he hung on the cross, Jesus 
turned to his mother and commended her to the care of his disciple, 
John, “the disciple whom he loved”  (19:26-27).  She came to live in 
John’s home, not Peter’s. 

The three-fold denial led to the three-fold renewal of Peter’s 
statement of love 
Peter had denied Christ three times in the hour of trial.  All of the 
others also drifted away from the scene and did not come to the aid of 
Jesus.  The history of humankind is a history of failure to remain 
faithful to the God of the universe  ”. . .   for all have sinned and fall 
short of the glory of God,” (Rom 3:23 -KJV).  Not even Peter, the 
leader of the twelve, was fully faithful.  His three denials led to Jesus 
asking him three times whether he really loved him.  Just as Jesus had 
been grieved by Peter’s denials; so was Peter grieved by Jesus asking 
him three times.  Each profession of love resulted in Jesus 
commissioning Peter to feed and tend the sheep of his fold. 



Commissioned to feed and tend the flock over which he previously 
was given the keys 
Peter’s original commission to be the tender of the keys to Christ’s 
kingdom (Mat. 16:19) followed Peter’s great confession that Jesus is 
the Christ and Son of God.  It was only moments after that great 
confession and receiving of the keys that , “Jesus turned and said to 
Peter, "Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; you 
do not have in mind the things of God, but the things of men" (Mat. 
16:23).  In his restoration, Peter’s failing Christ came before his being 
commissioned to shepherd the flock.  John’s recording of Peter’s 
denial and restoration was not a matter of showing the weakness of 
Peter, a competitor in the leadership of the early Church.  John is seen 
in the Acts of the Apostles as working closely with Peter and in 
harmony with him.  This was not a divided Church.  John’s purpose 
was to demonstrate that God calls us into his work and that even 
though we may fail miserably, God desires to restore us to full 
fellowship.  That is also God’s wish for Judaism, which failed 
miserably in that century to recognize Jesus as their messiah.  God’s 
desire continues to be the restoration of Judaism, even after the 
destruction of Jerusalem in 70 A.D. 

That commission included a life of service and sacrifice similar to 
Christ’s (18). 
The commission given to Peter and the disciples was one of service 
and sacrifice similar to what Jesus had done in his coming to earth.  It 
was not to be an earthly kingdom of power, prosperity and popularity.  
That would be the wish of the worldly, including the original wishes 
of the disciples themselves (see Mat. 16:23-Peter; Mark 10:37-James 
& John; Mark 9:33-34-the disciples).  Specifically for Peter, that 
commission would ultimately lead to his martyrdom, as it did for 
most of them. 

The “Follow me!” is similar to the initial call to become “fishers of 
men” (Mat 4:19) 
Jesus’ words “Follow me” is recorded 20 times in the Gospel records.  
The first was in the call to become fishers of men (Mat. 4:19) and the 
last was in his call to Peter (John 21:19 & 22).  The 21st and last New 



Testament recorded words, “follow me” occurs in Acts 12:8, when the 
angel came to Peter in prison.  The angel told Peter to wrap himself in 
his cloak and “follow me.”  In each instance that Peter was instructed 
to “follow me” he had little understanding of what would be involved.  
He went forth in faith to do the work God had for him.  This is the 
call to the Church, to follow Christ in faithful witness.  God does not 
reveal the fullness of the glory that will result in his kingdom work.  
He does tell us that it will be a life of service and sacrifice leading to 
that place he prepares for us in his kingdom, “ In my Father's house 
are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am going 
there to prepare a place for you” (John 14:2). 

Question:  “If I want him to remain alive until I return, what 
is that to you?”  (John 21:22) 
John 21:20-25 
Who is the disciple that Jesus loved? (20) 

Earlier, we asked who it was that loved Jesus the most.  The Gospel 
of John referred to the disciple whom Jesus loved five times (13:23; 
19:26; 20:2; 21:7; 21:20) rather than give his own name.  The 
evidence of that love was shown in his placing his mother in John’s 
care and John’s taking her into his home. 

Is our co-worker’s commission a concern of ours?  (21) 
Our nature is to want to be included in the plans of one we trust and 
admire.  Peter had received his commission.  Peter asked Jesus, 
“Lord, what about him?”  Was Peter asking, “Why me and why not 
him?”  When we hear God’s call, are we ready to respond rather than 
ask that some other might better serve in that role?  God knows his 
people and he has a role for each to play in his kingdom.  The role of 
the Christian is one of following God’s call to service in the place 
where he has put him.  Too often the Church (and individual Christian 
leaders) has had its own agenda and a plan for others to promote that 
agenda.  While we need to search out God’s purposes, in the final 
analysis, the call to Christian service comes from God himself.  We 
must listen for that call and follow him.  God called Noah, Abram, 



Joseph,  Moses, Samuel, David, Isaiah and many others in the Old 
Testament into his service.  In most instances, they answered God’s 
call not knowing where it would lead. 

The Christian’s testimony should be recognized as true.  (24) 
The testimony of John’s Gospel rings true.  Jesus is the way, the truth 
and the life.  He is the way to the Father and there is no other way.  
That is John’s message to the Church of the first century and to all 
succeeding centuries.  The Church holds the keys to the kingdom of 
heaven and that is contained in the great confession that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of the Living God.   "For God so loved the world that 
he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not 
perish but have eternal life” (John 3:16). 

A closing assessment of the Gospel of John: 
The church historian, Philip Schaff summarized John’s Gospel with 
the following words:  “The best comes last.  The fourth Gospel is the 
Gospel of Gospels, the holy of holies in the New Testament.  The 
favorite disciple and bosom friend of Christ, the protector of his 
mother, the survivor of the apostolic age was pre-eminently qualified 
by nature and grace to give to the church the inside view of that most 
wonderful person that ever walked on earth.  In his early youth he 
absorbed the deepest words of his Master, and treasured them in a 
faithful heart;  in extreme old age, yet with the fire and vigor of 
manhood, he reproduced them under the influence of the Holy Spirit 
who dwelt in him and led him, as well as the other disciples, into ‘the 
whole truth’.”  (vol. I, page 675, History of the Christian Church, 
Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, Grand Rapids, Michigan) 


